
THE TENT | 26
Mobile structure; as the people 
moved, God moved with them. 

Placed in the center of the camp, 
the spot reserved for kings in the 

ancient Near East.

THE CURTAINS | 26:1-14
Blue, purple, and scarlet curtains 
with cherubim worked into them. 

Cherubim are heavenly beings 
who guard the entrance to 

Eden and God’s holy presence 
(Gen. 3:24). Marks the connecting 
point between heaven and Earth. 

The Tabernacle of Exodus 25-40
The Tabernacle represented the place where God’s presence dwelt in the midst of the people. 

The Tabernacle was the Garden of Eden created in miniature, featuring increasing levels of 
holiness from the outer courts to the Holy of Holies—the place where heaven and Earth converge.

ENTERING GOD'S PRESENCE

The Priests
Mediators between God and 
the Israelites, representing 
God to the people and the 

people to God.

THE SACRIFICIAL ALTAR 
27:1-8

Before anyone could enter 
God’s presence, a sacrifice 

was required, representing the 
seriousness and destructive 

nature of sin.  

MENORAH
25:31-40

Shaped like a tree with floral 
decorations, symbolizing the 
Tree of Life that stood in the 
center of Eden. The menorah 
brings light in the midst of the 

otherwise dark tent.

THE INCENSE ALTAR
30:1-10

Released a fragrance that 
covered the sickening odor 
of animal sacrifice. Prayer 

was often associated with the 
incense as it rose before the 
Lord (Heb. 13:15, Ps. 141:2). 

BREAD OF THE PRESENCE
25:23-30

The 12 loaves symbolize the 12 tribes of 
Israel placed in the presence of God. 

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
25:10-22

Wooden box containing the 
Ten Commandments, the foundational 

document of God’s relationship with the people. 
God’s Glory sat between the outstretched 

wings of the two cherubim sitting over the Ark. 

THE WASHBASIN 
30:17-21

Drawing closer to God’s holy presence 
required cleanliness and respect. The 

water served as a mirror through which 
the priests could make themselves 
clean, both outwardly and inwardly.


