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“Love the Lorp your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.” For thousands of years and throughout generations, devout Jews have been
reciting these words as part of a daily prayer called the Shema. It is one of the most
important prayers in history for all of God’s people, and Jesus declares it the Greatest
Commandment in the Gospels! The Shema calls us to center our lives around our love
for God, and it reminds us that we must impress that love upon our children.

One of the most important responsibilities we have as a church is passing down the love
of Christ to the next generation, but how do we do it? How do we truly model love-the
first fruit of the Holy Spirit—for those coming behind us? In this sermon, we take one
last look at the fruit of love and how we pass the baton to the children in our church
family.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Whether you came to faith as an adult or a child, somebody told you about the
love of Jesus. Who modeled that love for you, and how did watching the way they
live shape your journey of faith?

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9. What stands out to you in these verses? What do you
think it means to love God with your heart, soul, and strength?



4. Sometimes, we have gaps between our intention to love and our actions. How
can we close that gap and better integrate our love for God into every aspect of
our lives?

5. How can we pass down stories of God’s love to the next generation, both in our
families and in our church community? What role might you play in this?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Who are you investing in during this current season? If you have children at home, start
there! Our household is our first ministry responsibility, but the call to model love isn’t
just for parents. We are all responsible for the next generation in our spiritual family
(the church).

Remember, we cannot make children become disciples of Jesus, but we can create an
environment where it is more likely they will follow Christ as they grow older.
Somebody told somebody who told you about the love of God, and now it’s your turn!

One of the ways we share God’s love with the next generation is through our Family
Ministries, which invests in kids from birth through high school. If you feel led to serve
in this area, contact Andi Fancher (fanchera@hpumc.org) to learn how you can get

involved.
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