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Title: Time to Celebrate 
Preacher: Rev. Paul Rasmussen 
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-10 
 
It's time to celebrate! When Project Mockingbird began, we invited you to be part of the 

"echo" in order to continue the great work of HPUMC over the past 109 years, both ON 

and FROM the corner of Hillcrest and Mockingbird. We believe the brighter HPUMC 

shines, the more light we bring to our community and the city of Dallas. You have 

answered that call.  

  

Your support is a testament to the strength of a church that has made an impact and 

will continue to do so for years to come. Thanks to your generosity, we are moving 

forward with initiatives focused on a thriving church, thriving leadership, and thriving 

community partners. Our work remains ahead of us, but through this celebration, we 

are encouraged to keep moving forward.  

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 
particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 

2.​ Pausing to celebrate is not always easy, but it is necessary. What are the things 
that cause you to hesitate in celebrating?   

 



 

3.​ Our small celebrations become infectious to those around us. Why do you think 
that is? How can we harness the power of those celebrations, big and small, to 
help those around us?  

4.​ Correction and celebration go hand in hand. We see both in the vows of 
communion. Why do you think it is essential for these to be held together in 
balance?  

5.​ Read Nehemiah 8:1-10 together. The end of the passage talks about sending 
some to those who have nothing prepared. Rev. Rasmussen used these verses to 
share why Project Mockingbird is also focused on benefiting those outside the 
walls of HPUMC. What does it look like for you to send some of your joy, 
celebration, and “choice food and sweet drinks” to those around you who do not 
have it?  

 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

    
God has shown us how to celebrate since the beginning, even before the work was done. 
The work does not have to be done for the celebrations to begin. Every little part of a 
journey can be celebrated, just as we celebrate every step of a child learning to walk. 
Celebration gives us strength, encouragement, and fortification to go forward. Every 
small win—finishing a tough assignment, showing up on time, learning something 
new—builds momentum toward your bigger goals. When you pause to acknowledge 
these moments, you train your brain to notice growth instead of gaps.  
 
This week, we want to challenge you to stop and celebrate. No matter how big or small, 
take time to notice what needs celebrating and do something practical to mark the 
moment. This could mean sending a card to someone you think did a good job, helping 
a friend celebrate their birthday, or making a list of things you’re celebrating and 
spending time in prayer, giving thanks to God for your list. Don’t be afraid to get 
creative!  
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