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Have you ever been asked to trust someone based only on their word? Maybe you
wanted proof before believing, or you felt doubt creeping in. Taking someone at their
word can feel risky, especially when the stakes are high.

In this sermon, we continue our series on the miracles of Jesus in the Gospel of John by
exploring the story of a man in desperate need who has every reason to doubt a promise
from Jesus—a royal official whose son is dying. When he asks Jesus to come with him to
heal the boy, Jesus tells him to go back on his own and that his son will live. Should he
trust Jesus or not? His response might be just what we need when we're looking for a
miracle of our own.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Read John 4:43-54 together. This story takes place in Cana, where Jesus
previously turned water into wine. How might that first miracle shape how
people in the town—or the royal official himself—saw Jesus?

3. What is the difference between following Jesus for what he can do for us and
following him for who he is? How can we recognize when our faith is becoming
more about what we get from God than about knowing Him?



4. The royal official had wealth and status, yet he humbled himself and came to
Jesus. Why do you think he was willing to do this? What does his response reveal
about our own need for Jesus, especially in situations we can’t control?

5. Jesus invites us to trust him even when it feels risky. What are some common
obstacles that make it hard to take him at his word?

6. John calls this a sign (John 4:54). What do you think it was pointing to? How
does this sign help us understand more about Jesus and his mission?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

We want to be disciples who follow Jesus for who he is, not just what he can do for us.
This week, we invite you to set aside intentional time in prayer to reflect on who
Jesus is, what you love about him, and what you are thankful for in your
relationship with him.

Here are a few questions to help you get started:

e What is one characteristic of Jesus that brings you joy? Why?

e What is one name or title of Jesus (e.g., Good Shepherd, Light of the World,
Prince of Peace) that resonates with you right now? How have you seen him
embody this in your life or the world around you?

e What is something about Jesus that you’ve come to appreciate more over time?

e What is one way that Jesus has been good to you that you want to thank him for
today?

Jesus invites us to ask for what we want and need when we pray, so keep asking! But
challenge yourself to spend a few moments in prayer purposefully focusing on who
Jesus is and delighting in him.
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