SANCTUARY REFLECTION GUIDE
July 27, 2025

Title: Open the Door
Preacher: Rev. Abe Smith
Scripture: Luke 11:1-13

What would it look like if the door to God’s love and grace was wide open in your life?
What if God’s peace, mercy, and goodness were breaking through in your everyday
moments?

Prayer is the way Jesus teaches us to connect with God and invite Him to shape our
daily lives. In this sermon, we explore Luke 11, where Jesus teaches us how to pray and
shows us that when we ask, seek, and knock, God responds. We’ll uncover practical
ways to “open doors” so heaven becomes real in our homes, workplaces, and
communities through the way we live and love.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Jesus wasn’t just trying to get people into heaven but to get heaven into people.
How does that shape or challenge our understanding of Jesus’ priorities and
what Christianity is all about?

3. Reread Luke 11:5-13 together. Why might people hesitate to be honest or direct
with God in prayer? And how might Jesus’ words encourage us?

4. If we want to do the will of God, we have to seek Him and His will. What rhythms
or practices might help us do that?



5. In what ways have you seen glimpses of heaven breaking into your life or
community recently?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Jesus invites us into an ongoing, honest conversation with God, and the Lord’s Prayer
offers us a framework to do just that. This week, we invite you to pray through the
Lord’s Prayer daily.

Author and theologian Dallas Willard once shared, “I personally did not find the Lord’s
Prayer to be the doorway into a praying life until I was in my mid-twenties. In my
family that prayer was, for three generations I know of, always said in unison at the
breakfast table. But at some point, for reasons I cannot explain, I began to use it in a
new way: taking each phrase of it and slowly and meditatively entering into the depths of its
meaning, elaborating within it important details of my current life.”

Many of us know this prayer by heart, and it can be easy to recite it without thinking. As
you pray through the Lord’s Prayer this week, try pausing after each phrase to reflect on
what it means for you today. Consider Jesus’ phrases as hooks on which to hang your
own praises, requests, complaints, and feelings.
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