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Human beings are created for connection. True life is found not in isolation but in

communities shaped by grace, forgiveness, and love. We see that in Scripture.

Matthew 18:20 says, "Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them." This verse is not about the minimum number of people required for God to be
present. Rather, it is about purpose. Gathering "in Jesus' name" transforms a collection
of individuals into a genuine community united around Christ. When people
intentionally gather with Christ at the center, something greater than themselves is

created—a "we" instead of a collection of isolated "I's."

Community is also important for worship. Singing, praying, speaking liturgy, and
participating in worship together are described as practices that deepen human
connection. Communal worship can strengthen empathy, trust, and social bonds. Even

if you worship online but participate, it can have that same effect.

Worship is not something spectators watch, but something participants experience

together, creating a glimpse of God's presence among the community.



REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Have you ever experienced a gathering where you truly felt God's presence
among the people? What made it different?

3. Where have you experienced relationships that helped you become a better
version of yourself?

4. Read Matthew 18:20 again. In the sermon, we hear that this passage is more
about purpose than numbers. How does that change your understanding?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Community is vital to our faith. That is the point of Matthew 18:20. This week, we are
challenged to be in community, to worship in community, and to be part of something
bigger than our individual selves. What would it look like for you to take a step toward
community in the season ahead? For example, you could:

e Attend service on Sunday; if you're watching online, sing along with the hymns.

e Join a Small Group in the next Small Group Launch.

e Already in a Small Group and want a deeper community? Join a Wesleyan Band.

e Or, simply invite someone you’d like to get to know better out for lunch or
coffee!

We cannot do our faith alone; that is not how God intended. Be in community with
other believers.


https://www.hpumc.org/band-together
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