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When you think of “the Father’s house,” you may think about the children’s song
talking about it as a big, big house with lots and lots of rooms, or you may begin to picture
the clouds of heaven. The Father's house is not primarily a location but a way of living
in communion with God and one another. Scripture consistently points toward God
creating a people who belong together in a covenant relationship. God's desire has
always been to invite people into His family. That desire runs throughout the entire
story of Scripture—from Eden to Abraham, through Jesus, and into eternity. Hand in
hand with God’s desire for a people of community is the constant theme of redemption

and restoration.

In this sermon, the theme of redemption is explored through the metaphor of
reweaving. Sin is described not merely as breaking rules but as tearing the fabric of our
relationships—with God, with others, and even within ourselves. Redemption is God's
patient work of taking those torn places and weaving them back together so that what
seemed beyond repair is restored. God does not simply cover over the broken places in
our lives; He restores them, weaving together what has been torn until they are made

new.



Every life is immeasurably valuable to God, and no tear is beyond His ability to restore.
Like the father in the Prodigal Son, God continually watches, waits, and welcomes
people home. Ultimately, the Father's house is not only a promise of where we will one
day be. It is a present reality wherever people live in God's love, practice reconciliation,
care for one another, and allow God to reweave the torn places of their lives. The

invitation has always been open, and the door to the Father's house remains open still.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. The sermon centers on Jesus' words, "In my Father's house are many dwelling
places.” Before this message, what did you think that phrase meant? Did your
understanding change?

3. The sermon described the "Father's house" not primarily as a place but as a
family and a way of living together. How does that reshape your view of heaven
and of the church today?

4. In this sermon, we hear that Father's house is already visible wherever people
live according to God's love, justice, generosity, and reconciliation. Where have
you seen glimpses of God's house this week?

5. Redemption is described as God taking the torn places of our lives and weaving
them back together. Where have you experienced God's restoring work in your
own life?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

We want to be a church of disciples seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus, become
like him, and be known for our faith and love. One helpful tool is the ancient prayer of
the Examen: a short, daily prayer of reflection where you pause to look back at your day
with God. The Examen can help you see where you followed Jesus closely, where you

resisted, and how you can grow as his disciple.

This week, we invite you to set aside five minutes at the end of each day to pray

the Examen. There are five simple elements:



. Gratitude: Where did you see God’s goodness today? Thank God for those things
that are obvious. But also thank Him for non-obvious things that we sometimes
forget (random acts of kindness, being healthy, or a song or meal that sparked
joy).
. Ask: Invite the Spirit to provide insight beyond human capacity. Ask to
understand how God is acting in your life and for eyes to see yourself as Jesus
does.
. Review: Think over your day like a movie replaying in your head. Note the
experiences of God’s nearness or moments where God might have passed by
unnoticed or ignored.

a. What made me happy? Angry? Anxious?

b. Where did I best reflect Jesus? Where did I feel most in line with God’s

ways?

c. What habits or decisions would I most like to change?

d. When did I least reflect Christ? What made that moment so difficult?
. Repent: Ask for forgiveness for moments that come to mind as you review the
day (i.e., getting involved in gossip, reacting with an aggressive tone, lacking
compassion in a situation, ignoring a need, not responding to a nudge). Receive
God’s forgiveness afresh.
. Renewal: Make a decision in your heart to live for Jesus tomorrow and ask for

grace to see his presence more clearly.
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