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Do you have eyes to see and ears to hear? Jesus frequently asked this question of the 
crowds that gathered to listen to him—not because he doubted whether they were 
paying attention but because he wanted to know if their hearts were open to receive his 
message.  
 
Many who had the chance to meet Jesus in person and ask him questions either 
dismissed him or saw him as a threat. They wrote off the Son of God, even though he 
was right in their midst. In his parable about a Pharisee whose confidence blinded him 
and a tax collector whose humble heart allowed him to truly see, Jesus shows us that 
those who are most at risk of missing God are the ones who think they have Him all 
figured out.  
 
We all have assumptions about who God is and how He works, but what happens when 
these assumptions limit how we encounter God? In this sermon, we’ll reflect on 
spiritual blind spots and consider how embracing childlike humility can open us to the 
surprising ways God works in our lives. 
 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 

particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 

 



 

2.​ Re-read Luke 18:16-17 together. What does it mean to you to have faith like a 
child? How does this contrast with the Pharisee’s attitude in Jesus’ parable in 
Luke 18:9-13?  

3.​ Have you ever experienced or heard about a time when God challenged your 
expectations or understanding of Him? This could be in your own life, in a 
friend’s life, or in the Bible! How did it shape your faith? 

4.​ It is easy for us, like the Pharisees, to create echo chambers that reinforce our 
views. How can we avoid this in our church and our communities?  

5.​ What might it look like, in our daily lives, to approach God like the tax collector? 
How might that help us see God’s work in situations that don’t align with our 
expectations?  

 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

  
This week, we challenge you to get creative with random acts of kindness. This 
could be anything from paying for someone's coffee to buying a stranger’s meal at a 
restaurant, volunteering with your favorite non-profit to leaving a server the biggest tip 
you can afford. How can you bless someone you don’t know who might live a very 
different life than you?  
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