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Have you ever longed for a relationship to grow closer? Maybe it’s a friend who stays
polite but guarded, an adult child who keeps you at a distance, or a family member who
resists reconciliation. Most of us can relate, and Scripture tells us that God can, too. His
desire is an intimate, loving relationship with us, yet many of us settle for something
polite but shallow. Just as we can’t force closeness with others, God doesn’t force it with
us. He stands at the door and knocks, waiting for us to let Him in.

Last week, we began a new series on the Great Commission, where Jesus calls us to
make disciples of all nations—people who draw close to him and become like him. But
that raises a challenge: how can we make disciples if we’re not confident in our own
discipleship? This week, we’ll explore what it means to walk with Jesus in the small,
ordinary moments of everyday life and move from a surface-level faith to one shaped by
His presence.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. We live in a culture that pulls our attention in a thousand different directions.
What are some common distractions you see that can keep people from
closeness with God?



3. We often fill silence with noise or activity. Why do we think stillness is so
difficult and uncomfortable for us?

4. Brother Lawrence famously described experiencing God’s presence even while
washing dishes. Why do you think meeting God in small, ordinary moments can
be just as significant as church services or Bible studies?

5. What might help us practice being present to God more often? Can you think of
any small, practical ways to invite Him into our everyday routines this week?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

We want to be a church of disciples who are seeking to be with Jesus, become like Jesus,
and do what Jesus did. One important first step to orienting our lives around these
three goals is to pay attention to how we use our time. Pastor and author John Mark
Comer writes, “Show me a person’s habits, and I will show you what they are truly most
passionate about, most dedicated to, most willing to suffer for, and most in love with.
And I will show you who they will become.”

This week, we invite you to do a quick habit audit. Consider your habits during the
following times:

When I wake up Liminal space (waiting periods)

Before I go to bed Free time/Leisure




Then, spend some time reflecting:

e Where do I spend my energy and attention when I have a choice?

Are my first and last thoughts and habits drawing me closer to God or to
distractions?

Could any of these times be opportunities to sit in God’s presence? What might
that look like for me practically?
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