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Have you ever failed, really failed? It’s an awful feeling. Failure can leave us
embarrassed, disappointed in ourselves, feeling like an imposter, and wondering
whether we have let down the people we love most. It can even make us question

whether God could still love us or use us.

In this sermon, we will look at the story of Peter, one of Jesus’ closest disciples. Peter
wanted to follow Jesus with everything in him, yet when the moment came to stand

faithfully beside him, Peter denied three times that he even knew Jesus.

Peter’s failure was painful, caused him to weep, and was impossible to undo. Yet, it was
not the end of his story. After the Resurrection, Jesus met Peter on the shore, shared a
meal with him, and offered him reconciliation and restoration. Jesus did not discard

Peter; he restored him for renewed life, renewed purpose, and renewed service.

Failure is not the end of any story. Failure can be renewed in Jesus. Just like Peter, all of

our failures can be restored through Jesus.



REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. In this sermon, Abe points out that Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved him,
the same number of times that Peter denied Jesus. Does this impact how you
read and understand the importance of this story?

3. When you experience failure, what emotions tend to surface first—shame, guilt,
fear, regret, anger, or something else? How do those emotions affect your
relationship with God?

4. How have you seen God restore your life as Jesus did with Peter?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Failure is a part of life, learning, and relationships. We see in this story that Jesus can
use failure to restore situations and relationships. This week, we are challenged to
spend some time reflecting in prayer on the following questions:

e s there a failure I've allowed to define me instead of God's grace?

e s there someone I need to forgive—or someone from whom I need to seek
forgiveness?

e Where is Jesus inviting me to receive his restoration so I can better love others this
week?
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