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What if the way we think about "ruling" isn’t quite what God had in mind? From the 
dawn of creation, God commissioned humanity to rule over all that God created. But 
what if His call is less about control and more about reflecting God’s image through 
loving stewardship? In a world where power is often equated with dominance, God 
invites us into a radically different kind of rule: one rooted in love, humility, and 
service. How might that change the way we live out our calling every day? In this 
sermon, we’ll explore how being made in God’s image isn’t just about who we are—it’s 
about how we reflect His love by creating flourishing in the world around us.  

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 
particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 

2.​ God commissions us to rule by lovingly stewarding God’s creation, not exercising 
control over others. How does this reshape the way we think about leadership, 
influence, and responsibility? 

3.​ What areas of our community or world need more loving stewardship? How can 
you use your talents, resources, and opportunities to create flourishing? 

4.​ God’s grace is relentless, even though we can never earn it. Why do you think it 
can be hard for us to accept His grace without trying to earn it? What keeps us 
from fully embracing that gift and living out of gratitude?  

5.​ Re-read John 12:24, Luke 9:23, and Matthew 16:25 together. Jesus teaches that 
we must die to ourselves to truly live. What does that mean to you? 

 



 

WEEKLY PRACTICE 
 

In Genesis 1:26-27, God calls humanity to rule over creation, and He intends for us to 
use our gifts, talents, and resources to reflect His image in the world. “Ruling” is about 
creating beauty, goodness, and flourishing in our relationships, families, workplaces, 
etc. 
 
This week, take a personal inventory of what you have (time, resources, talents, etc.). 
How has God uniquely blessed and positioned you to make a difference in someone 
else’s life? What do you have that God can use to make a difference?  Make a list of what 
you have and ask God to bring someone to mind for whom you could show kindness and 
make a difference. Spend some time in prayer and ask God, “What would you have me 
do for this person?” It may involve giving financially, using your gifts to meet a need, 
sharing a kind word, or simply giving your time. 
 
Remember, although you may not have everything needed to solve a problem, you do 
have something. However small or seemingly insignificant, God can use it to do 
exceedingly more than we could imagine! 
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