GROUP GUIDE: WEEK 8

CONVERSATION STARTER

What three words would you use to describe David now that we’ve reached the end of his story
in Samuel?

DAVID POINTS FORWARD TO A FUTURE KING

Near the end of 2 Samuel, David leaves us with a powerful and profound poem that points
forward to a great hope.

“He gives his king great victories;
he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed,
to David and his seed forever.”

David appears to be speaking in third person, but many scholars believe that this is actually a
note from the author of Samuel, attaching his own comment to the poem like a little sticky
note.

Haven’t we heard about the seed of David somewhere else in this book? Oh yes! This little
sticky note takes us back to 2 Samuel 7 and the promise of a future king whom God would
establish as an eternal king over an eternal kingdom. In this way, David, when he is at his best
(2 Samuel 22), becomes a portrait of the coming king.

David points forward to Jesus’ path of self-sacrificial love towards his enemies, instead of
vengeance. David’s failures make Jesus’ spotless life stand out in bright relief. How else do you
notice Jesus reflected in the image of King David?

David is one of the most important pictures we get that points forward to our Messiah, and
Jesus saw himself stepping into this story as a New David.



Rev. Matt Tuggle says, “If you want to know Jesus, you should get to know David.”

Now that you know David, you’re ready to be reintroduced to King Jesus in Matthew. After all,

one of the most important titles that Jesus is ever given is “Son of David.”

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about the reading from this week? Was there a verse or idea that
was particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. What thoughts, themes, or takeaways are you bringing with you from our study of
Samuel?

3. How have you seen David’s relationship with God shift and evolve throughout the
narrative? How do you relate to David’s journey?

4. Where do you see God at work in David’s story?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

David recognizes that God is his Rock and Salvation. He praises God and thanks Him for all
that God has done for him. We believe gratitude is a powerful practice. It has the power to
reshape the way we think and perceive the world.

This week, take time each morning to journal and pray about at least five things you’re
thankful for. Try not to repeat any items day to day, be as specific as possible, and do yourself
a favor by digging deeper than the obvious.

If you want to take it a step further, reach out to someone you’re thankful for and share with
them why you’re grateful for them. This could be through a text message, email, or
face-to-face. Consider how you might make gratitude a regular part of your rhythm and
routine.
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