GROUP GUIDE: WEEK 5

CONVERSATION STARTER

Have you ever had someone repay you kindness when you expected a different response? What
did that moment mean to you?

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 2 Samuel 7

David gets it into his mind to build God a house. Up to this point, God’s presence was
symbolized by a mobile tent, the Tabernacle, which followed the people wherever they went.
God responds to David’s well-meaning goal, asking, “Since when have I asked anyone to build
me a house?”

God tells David, “Actually, it’s Me who is going to build you a house! And this house will last
forever!”

God says, “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13).

In this moment, God makes a new covenant with David, promising to bring about an
everlasting kingdom through David’s lineage. God will raise up a Messiah, a Savior, who will
be called a Son of God, whose kingdom will be everlasting. And it is this everlasting king who
will be the one to build a house for God’s name.

Generations later, God would indeed build a new house for His people. But it wouldn’t be a
house of stone or brick. It wouldn’t be the Temple in Jerusalem. God’s house would take the
form of a new family, brought together in the name of the Messiah, Jesus. Jesus, who is the
promised seed of David, the everlasting king. Jesus would be the one to construct this house by



building a church, a people committed to living in the new kingdom. In other words, the house
God points forward to in 2 Samuel, the place where God’s name and glory would dwell forever,
is us!

We get the benefit of living on this side of history. We know the Messiah. We are part of these
covenant promises taking shape in 2 Samuel. And like David, when we truly realize how
special and profound this is, the only right response is worship.

What a gift it is to be part of God’s everlasting kingdom through Jesus, and at the same time,
what a responsibility! We are the place where God’s presence dwells on earth. We are the place
where people come to know what God is really like. God has wrapped up His glory and
reputation with us. That is how much God loves us and desires to partner with us in bringing
blessing to the whole world.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about the reading from this week? Was there a verse or idea that
was particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. The opening chapters of 2 Samuel explore the many grievances left behind after the
death of Saul. How easy or difficult is it for you to empathize with those you disagree
with or see as opponents? What lessons can we learn from this story about how we’re
called to relate to those we view as enemies or ‘other’?

3. Where do you see echoes of Jesus reflected in David’s early days as king? What does this
teach you about God’s character?

4. What does it mean for us to live as people who belong to Jesus’ everlasting kingdom?
How are we called to partner with Jesus to bring blessing to the whole world?

5. David is portrayed as a king who leads God’s people in justice (mispat) and equity
(tsedeqah). What does it look like for us to be a community of people who seek
restorative justice and right relationships, not just with God but with others?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

We are called to be people of justice and righteousness. This week, consider how you can use
your resources, talents, and attention to help those who are vulnerable, hurting, or victims of
broken human systems.

If you need help, HPUMC’s Outreach Ministries has dozens of programs, partners, and
initiatives designed to lift people out of poverty and bring hope and healing to our community.
Consider volunteering with one of our partners or reflecting on how you may be knowingly or


https://www.hpumc.org/outreach-ministries-2

unknowingly participating in unjust systems and how you might be able to influence places
where those social, political, or economic systems are broken.

Lastly, consider what it looks like not just to offer charity, but to build relationships with those
in our community who are vulnerable or hurting. How can we be people who seek right
relationships with our neighbors—all of our neighbors?
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