
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

HPUMC SERMON REFLECTION GUIDE 
FEBRUARY 8, 2026 

 
Title: In the Boat 
Preacher: Rev. Matt Tuggle 
Scripture: Luke 5:1-11 

Luke 5 opens with Peter, a skilled fisherman, exhausted after a night of empty nets. It is 
in the midst of this frustration that Jesus steps into Peter’s boat, meeting him in his 
ordinary work. When Jesus tells him to go into deep water and lower his nets, Peter 
chooses trust over relying on his own expertise (Luke 5:5). His obedience results in an 
overwhelming catch that nearly sinks two boats. 

Rather than celebrating, Peter falls to his knees in awe and confesses his unworthiness. 
Jesus responds with a new calling: “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people” (Luke 5:10). Peter leaves everything to follow him, showing that true life is 
found in following Jesus, not clinging to the blessings he has provided. 

This week’s message invites us beyond shallow safety into deeper trust with God and 
reminds us that our everyday places (work, school, and home) are where Jesus calls us 
to join his mission. He steps into our boats first, meeting us where we are, before we 
ever prove ourselves worthy. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 

1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 
particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 

2.​ Read Luke 5:1-11. What does this story suggest about the relationship between 
faith and action? Where do we see both at work? 

 
 



 

3.​ Why do you think Jesus chose to begin his relationship with Peter in the midst of 
his work rather than at a synagogue or temple?  

4.​ Why do you think Peter obeyed Jesus even when it didn’t make practical sense? 
 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

 

In Luke 5, Jesus steps into Peter’s ordinary life and invites him into something deeper 
and bigger than he imagined. This week’s practice helps us respond to that same 
invitation by going deeper with God, reaching wider in our everyday lives, and living for 
what truly lasts. 

Set aside 15–20 minutes sometime this week in a quiet place. Begin with a short 
prayer: “Jesus, meet me in my boat and teach me how to follow you.” 

1) Go Deeper (Prayer & Scripture: 5–7 minutes) 

●​ Read Luke 5:1–11 slowly, twice. 
●​ Sit in silence for two minutes and ask: Where is Jesus inviting me into deeper 

trust right now? 
●​ Write one honest prayer to God about what feels risky, unclear, or 

challenging. 

2) Reach Wider (Everyday Mission: 5–7 minutes) 

●​ Name three ordinary places you inhabit this week (work, school, home, gym, 
neighborhood, etc.). 

●​ Ask: Who is already in my life that I could encourage or serve more intentionally? 
●​ Choose one simple action for this week (a conversation, a kindness, an 

invitation, or a prayer for someone). 

3) Leave a Legacy (Letting Go: 3–5 minutes) 

●​ Reflect on this question: What am I tempted to hold onto so tightly that it could 
keep me from following Jesus fully? 

●​ Offer it to God in prayer, saying, “I trust you more than this.” 

As you go, remember: Jesus is already in your boat—present in your routines, 
relationships, and work. May you trust him more deeply, love people more faithfully, 
and live for a legacy that endures. 
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