Subject Line: Galatians Week Two

Mon: Galatians 2:11-21
Tues: Galatians 3:1-14
Wed: Galatians 3:15-29
Thur: Romans 7:7-25

Fri: Galatians 2:11-3:29

Happy Sunday!

This week, Paul is going to confront a deeply human temptation: to turn the good things God
gives us—like the Law—into measuring sticks for worth or gatekeepers for belonging.

That was never God’s intent for the Law. The Torah wasn’t given to help Israel earn His love or
keep others out. It was meant to help them live in such a way that the nations would take notice
and be drawn in. It was meant to shape them into a people who lived so differently that the
world would take notice. Practices like Sabbath, eating kosher, or circumcision weren'’t arbitrary.
They were ways of saying: our God is different. He’s not like the other gods—angry and
demanding to be appeased. Our God? He’s in love with Creation.

Paul is going to warn the Galatians that acting as if the Law could do what only Jesus can is
going backward. We aren’t made right by what we do but by trusting in what Jesus has already
done.

But in the freedom that Jesus gives us, | wonder if those Jewish practices have something to
teach us about standing out.

What does it look like for us to live set apart—not to earn God’s love but to reflect it? Maybe it
looks like forgiving someone who hasn’t apologized. Or choosing rest in a culture that worships
the hustle. Or making room at your table for the outcast. These things don’t save us, but they
say something: They say our God is generous, gracious, patient, and wildly welcoming.

So, let’s listen to Paul’'s exhortation to let God wrap us up in His lavish grace. Let’s run free in

the life Jesus makes possible. And in that freedom, let’s take up the call to live in a way that tells
the world just how good and different our God really is.

Happy reading.
About the Reading

Monday

Who do you typically eat with?

This may sound like a nonchalant or even silly question to our ears, but to contemporaries of
Paul, the question is of the utmost importance. In Paul's day, eating with someone was about
far more than sharing food with them, it was an act of hospitality and welcome.



Sharing a table with someone linked them to you in a way of association, almost as if you were
marking them as part of your own family. It's the ultimate show of acceptance, respect, and
honor.

If that were still as true today as it was back then, who would be part of your family? More
importantly, who would be excluded?

This idea is at the heart of Paul and Peter’s tense conflict in today’s passage. Paul will explain
why he opposed Peter to his face. The Greek word for opposed means to set yourself against or
resist. Paul wants to set himself against the hypocritical practice he accuses Peter of engaging
in.

The backdrop of this argument is Antioch, the very place followers of Jesus were first called
“Christians” (Acts 11:26). It’s fitting then, that this is the stage where this all-important question
remerges about what it means to actually be Christian, or how we’re called to follow Jesus.

Paul comes right out and accuses Peter of hypocrisy, which N.T. Wright describes as,
“someone deceitfully playing a part, pretending to be something they aren’t.” See, Peter had no
problem eating with Gentiles before (a fact that would’ve initially shocked his Jewish peers). But
now that “certain men come from James” (the leader of the Jerusalem church), Peter separates
himself from these non-Jewish believers out of fear. Remember what Paul wrote in last week’s
section?

“For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am | trying to please man?”

| think he’s nodding to the reality that, at least in this instance, Peter gives in to pressure to
please his peers or be pleasing to them, rather than continue to do what he witnessed his own
rabbi Jesus doing. Why does this matter so much?

NT Wright explains, “This wasn'’t just a squabble between two ways of interpreting one
comparatively trivial point; it involved the very heart of the gospel. (One of the most vital aspects
of Christian leadership is the ability to discern the issues that really matter, and to explain why.)
He distinguishes between the real Peter and the play-acting Peter, the Peter holding a mask in
front of his face and pretending to be someone else. The real Peter is the Peter who knows in
his bones that, in Jesus the Messiah, God has created one new family of Jews and Gentiles
alike.”

As followers of Jesus, we're called to put down our masks—all the ways we pretend to be okay,
or have it all together—and dismantle barriers—the lines we draw around those people.

So, what masks might you need to put down? And who do you need to invite to sit at your
table?

By Faith or Works?

Paul now turns his attention to an age-old theological debate. How are we really saved? Is it by
the things we do (can we earn it)? Or is it through our faith in what God does for us?

When he references “Gentile sinners,” Paul is not making a derogatory statement about all
Gentiles being sinners, it's a way of marking them as pagan (non-Jewish). What Paul is saying,
is that it doesn’t matter whether someone is Jew or Gentile, whether they follow the law or not,
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because ultimate justification is not about who we are or what we do, it's about trusting in what
Jesus did for us.

Circumcision. Food laws. Rituals. Sacrifices. These are not the means to right-relationship with
God. We are made right with God when we align ourselves with the one who makes us right
with God, which is Jesus.

Paul is not interested in rebuilding what he tore down. When Paul encountered the risen Jesus,
it ushered in a tearing down of his preconceived notions, ideas, and beliefs about God and how
God was at work in the world. This was his apocalyptic revelation, an unveiling that resulted in a
new way of seeing the world. Why would he then go back and put on an old worldview after
experiencing the truth of Jesus’ love and grace and freedom? That would be wrong!

Paul says something profound, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live,
but Christ who lives in me.”

Paul is describing a transfer of allegiance, or trust. No longer will Paul be the one guiding and
governing his life—his worldview, decisions, or perceptions. That old way is dead and buried.
Now, Paul lives by a new compass, the Way of Jesus!

Following Jesus is about putting aside our way of doing things, our way of viewing the world, our
way of separating ourselves from others, and learning to see things through the lens of Christ.

NT Wright says it like this, “One must lose everything, including the memory of who one was
before; and one must accept, and learn to live by, a new identity, with a new foundation.”

Those who put their trust in Jesus in this way are part of his new kingdom, a new family that
doesn’t depend on your ethnicity or background, your resume or even your worthiness. It is a
new family defined by grace and love, and the willingness to break bread with those you'd
previously avoid.

Again, who do you need to invite to sit at your table this week?

-AJ
Tuesday

Can you sense the tension? Paul is not mincing words or hiding his frustration with the situation
these Galatians have found themselves in.

However we are tempted to read it, “foolish Galatians,” is not meant to be an insult. Remember,
Galatia was a rural region, often referred to by contemporaries of Paul as backwoods,
unimportant, or full of uneducated nobodies. Among this community was a group of very
educated and pious Jewish believers—and it’s to this group that Paul is likely speaking.

Marty Solomon from BEMA says, “This is a direct attack on a very educated group of people
who should know better than to believe the lies that they are tempted to believe.”

The first reason they ought to have known better is because of the presence of God’s Spirit
among them, which came after the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Spirit's work is part of
what helped the Galatians to believe initially (1 Thessalonians 1:5). And because the Spirit



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201%3A5&version=NIV

came upon Jew and Gentile alike, it’s clear that both groups are now equally part of God’s new
kingdom.

To go back to the old way of doing things—following the Law, getting circumcized—would be like
trying to do things on your own terms, rather than on God’s terms. NT Wright adds, “If you get
circumcised you are saying that it isn’t the spirit that matters but the flesh—the flesh of your
foreskins, and ‘the flesh’ as the whole sphere of existence of humanity in rebellion against God.”

Paul has drawn the battle lines and encourages the Galatians to choose their side. Will you be
among those who lift up the flesh and the law—the old way of doing things? Or will you choose
faith in Jesus and life in the Spirit?

In choosing faith, you ally yourself with Abraham’s faith! This, he argues, was always the way of
God. Just look at the stories from Genesis 12 and 15! God tells Abraham:

“I will make you into a great nation,
and | will bless you;

| will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.

| will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”

In Genesis 15, God takes Abraham outside and tells him to count the stars in the sky, saying
“So shall your offspring be.” And when Abraham believes (trusts) God in this promise, we're told
God, “credited it to him as righteousness.”

When we trust in Jesus, when we believe the promise that we are saved through Jesus and
Jesus alone, we follow in Abraham'’s footsteps and are made right with God. To do the opposite,
to believe somehow that it is our goodness, our worthiness, our works that somehow make us
right in God’s eyes is to put ourselves under a curse.

This is a nod back to the book of Deuteronomy—the duality of blessing and curse. Remember,
cursing simply meant two things: The absence of God’s blessing and God handing people over
to the consequences of their choices.

You can almost hear Paul echoing the words of Moses, “This day | call the heavens and the
earth as witnesses against you that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your
God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him” (Deut. 30:19-20).

Paul explains how Jesus became a curse for us. Think about this. If being cursed is about
facing the consequences of our own actions, and we know that Jesus didn’t do anything wrong,
then whose consequences is he taking upon himself on the cross?

Mine.

Yours.

And that of every human who has ever lived.
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NT Wright explains, “The curse of which Deuteronomy spoke has been borne by Israel’s
representative, the Messiah... What was the symbol of oppression in the first century? Easy: the
cross on which the Romans executed tens of thousands of those who opposed them. Jesus, as
Israel’s Messiah, took the weight of Israel’s curse on himself, not just in some abstract
theological sense but quite literally and historically, when he died on the cross.”

This was done so we could receive the promise of new life in the Spirit (Ezekiel 36, Jeremiah
31). This was so the “dry bones” God showed Ezekiel in his vision could rise again as a
testament to the transforming power of the Spirit to bring restoration where there once was
death and decay.

There is nothing you can do to earn God'’s love for you. You already have it.
There is nothing you can do to make yourself right by God. Jesus already did it.

And so there ought to be nothing we require of others to meet God at that same banquet
table we’re already invited to.

The invitation to trust Jesus, to believe in the power of his life, death, and resurrection to save
us, is not an invitation to a new set of rules for us to live by. It is an invitation to a new way of life
characterized by grace, love, and a commitment to discipleship with the Spirit. It is an invitation
to be transformed, for the dry, decaying parts of ourselves to be made new.

So come on in and pull up a chair! And start looking for others to bring in with you.

—-AJ
Wednesday

How does God’s ancient promise to Abraham relate to the Law that came centuries
later? To the Galatians—tempted to add the Law to their faith in Jesus—Paul offers a
stunning reminder: the promise came first, and it still holds.

God’s story is not about the Law. It has always been about the promise we talked about
yesterday: God loves us fiercely, wants to set us free, and is on a mission to be united
with us forever. That's what He's been up to since Genesis 3 when He first promised to
send a messiah. It's what He confirmed to Abraham in Genesis 12, saying He would
bless all nations.

Now, Paul is trying to shake these Galatians awake. He’s saying, “Look at what God
has clearly revealed from the beginning!” God isn’t building a family based on ethnicity,
background, or religious performance. He is building a family whose badge is faith. And
no matter what some of these Jewish Christians might try to add, the truth remains. The
Gospel is for everyone by faith. Always has been. Always will be.

| studied philosophy in college, and Lesson #1 was that the best way to prove the
strength of your argument to your reader is by testing it—poke holes in it, see if it holds
up. That’s exactly what Paul does here. He imagines someone asking these smart,
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honest questions: Is the law opposed to God’s promises? And if the promise was
always the point, then why did God give the Law at all?

They are great questions, and Paul’'s answer is that the Law was a necessary part of
the intervening story between Abraham and the coming of the Messiah, between
promise and fulfillment. | believe that the key to his argument lies in verses 23-25:

Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up
until the faith that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian
until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come,
we are no longer under a guardian.

The Greek word that is translated here as “guardian” is paidagogos (TTaidaywyog). It's
where we get our word “pedagogue” from, but in their culture, a pedagogue was more
like a caretaker.

Picture a seven-year-old child who inherits a great estate. Are they ready to manage
that inheritance yet? Certainly not! So, in that situation, a pedagogue would be hired to
step in and guide, protect, and prepare that child until they are mature enough to
receive their inheritance fully. The pedagogue would keep them safe, direct their
behavior, and oversee their education to make sure that the child would have a good life
and all the tools they needed to flourish.

That, Paul says, is what the Law was for. Israel had been introduced to a God who was
so revolutionary in the way that He dealt with Creation that they were like a child in need
of a pedagogue. The Law protected Israel from unhealthy behaviors, taught them the
ways of the Lord, and matured them so that when the Messiah came, they would be
ready for the fullness of the inheritance God had promised in Genesis 12.

And throughout the story, God’s people grew up and matured. Did they make a lot of
mistakes? Of course. But didn’t we all as adolescents? | know | did!

Think about their progress. When Israel first received the Torah, the command “an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” was radical. It sounds harsh to us now, but in the ancient
world, it was culturally acceptable to go to extreme lengths to seek revenge on
someone who had wronged you. This command from God was a massive leap forward
because it placed a limit on that revenge.

By the time Jesus arrived on the scene, Israel had internalized that boundary, so Jesus
called them to something higher. He says, “You are mature enough now to hear that
what God truly desires is for you to love your enemies. Turn the other cheek. Pray
for those who persecute you.”

That’s the growth that has happened because of the pedagogue!
But it was never about the pedagogue; it was always about preparing to receive the

promise. And finally, Paul brings us to the point. If the Law was the pedagogue, what
happens when the Messiah comes?



“So in Christ Jesus, you are all children of God through faith.”

This is the moment that the whole story has been building towards. God'’s grace is
extended not just to one family or nation but to all nations. All who trust in Jesus.

And Paul makes a declaration so central to the Gospel that it also shows up in
Ephesians and Colossians too: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

As humans, we are pretty good at creating division. All of these terms Paul lists off are
worldly categories we use to size each other up. We draw lines and create hierarchies
based on things like our skin color, socioeconomic status, gender, and past mistakes.
But in Jesus, these barriers must come down. In the Kingdom, all of these worldly labels
are cast aside and entirely superseded by one identity: Child of God.

The ground is level at the foot of the cross, and we all stand there as beloved members
of God’s family.

—EH
Thursday

“I do not understand what | do. For what | want to do I do not do, but what | hate | do...For |
have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out. For | do not do the good | want to
do, but the evil | do not want to do—this | keep on doing.”

| can’t think of another passage in Scripture that more accurately or honestly describes the
human condition. My ultimate desire is to become like Jesus and choose goodness, but
sometimes, in the moment, | choose otherwise. | know I’'m not the only one, and that internal
tug-of-war we all face is not new. It's as old as Eden.

In the Garden, God made humans in His image, filled with so much goodness and potential. He
also gave them freedom to choose Him or not. To choose the ways that lead to life or the ones
that lead to death. Into that space slithered the serpent, whispering lies to Eve, and she and
Adam chose death.

Generations later, the Israelites stood before the same decision: life or death. God’s ways or
theirs? But they had something else too: the Law. | think oftentimes we, as modern Christians,
can read Paul’s writings about the Law and think that he looks down on it or sees it as a failure,
but here in Romans 7, we clearly see that Paul believes the law is a gift! It revealed two very
important things: 1) who God is, and 2) what are the ways that lead to death and the ways that
lead to life.

But here’s the thing about this gift. It was like a magnifying glass that highlighted when the
Israelites chose life...and when they didn’t. As Paul says, “| would not have known what sin was
had it not been for the law. For | would not have known what coveting really was if the law had
not said, ‘You shall not covet.”



Self-awareness is like a genie you can’t put back in the bottle. The Law makes us aware of
ourselves—the ways we reflect God’s image and the ways we don’t. And once | see my
unhealthy choices, | can’t unsee them.

So, make no mistake. The Law was good, but sin deceived us.

And that’s the heart of the tension Paul is describing. The Law told us what is right, but it
couldn’t give us the power to choose it. That's why Paul cries out, “Who will rescue me from this
body that is subject to death?” We don’t need another rule or reminder-we need a rescuer.

And the good news is that we have one.
“Thanks be to God who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

Jesus did what the Law could not do: He broke the power of sin and crushed the head of that
snake in the grass who wants to trick us. He restored our ability to choose life—not because we
try harder but because His Spirit is within, transforming us.

The choice is still in front of us every day. Will | walk with the God who loves me, or will | be led
by my unrestrained desires? Sometimes | know the wrong choice has consequences, but I still
want to make it. That’s how powerful sin’s lies can be. It tells me I’'m not enough, that I'll never
measure up, and that | need to prove my worth by striving, performing, or dominating over
others.

But friends, we are not what sin says we are. We are who God says we are.

And God says that He knit you together in your mother's womb. He looked over all of creation
and decided, “The world will be better for having her. The world will be better for having him.”

God says you are a gift He wanted to give this world. He says you are worth redeeming and
saving and setting free from the struggle Paul describes. When our unhelpful impulses and
hangups are loud in our ears, may we remember that this is the truth. We are who He says we
are.

- EH

Friday

Each Friday in Galatians, we're asking you to go back, take 15 minutes, and read the entire
week’s reading in one sitting. As you read, ask yourself the following questions:

e What stands out to you this time? Was there anything new you picked up on?

o If you were asked to summarize this section of Galatians, what would you say?

e Where do you see yourself in the story? What do you imagine it would be like to read
this letter at the time it was written?

In general, this is a healthy habit when it comes to reading the Bible. Reading Scripture well
often means reading it multiple times because the more you meditate on the text, the more you
will pick up on the different layers happening in a particular passage, and within the book as a



whole. You'll also begin to see things from your own experience leap out at you from the page
as you read again and again.

“Blessed is the one... whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law
day and night.” — Psalm 1:1-2.

Reflection Questions

1. What stuck out to you about the reading from this week? Was there a verse or idea that
was particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. What are the masks you’re tempted to put on to make yourself “right” in the minds of
others or yourself? What would it feel like to let those down so they could see the real
you beneath the masks?

3. Who do you tend to avoid associating with? Who are “those people” to you? What would
it look like to take a step toward them this week?

4. Are there areas where you still measure your own worth by human standards? How
does the Gospel challenge that?

5. How do you respond—internally or externally-when someone doesn'’t fit your
expectations for what a Christian should look like or act like? What might that reveal
about your understanding of grace?

6. God gave Israel the Law to mature and prepare them. Can you look back and see any
instances where God used boundaries and rules in your life to mature you? How might
that have been preparing you for a life of flourishing?

Weekly Practice

For thousands of years, the early followers of Jesus practiced fasting—abstaining from food for
a specified time—as a means of cultivating the fruit of self-control in their lives. Fasting was a
way to surrender themselves to God in both mind and body, while focusing their hearts on a
deep hunger for God. If fasting is new for you, you’re not alone! Below are a few ideas for how
to dip your toe in the waters of fasting, including alternative abstinence practices for those who
have a complex relationship with food.

o Start small. Pick one meal to fast from this week. Spend at least part of the time you
would be eating in prayer with Jesus.

e Fast until sundown for one day. Pick a day that works for you. Abstain from food until
the sun goes down that evening. At night, celebrate with God over your meal. Spend
time reflecting on what this experience was like for you. Where did you feel resistance?

o If you're not ready to abstain from food, pick another habit to cut out for a period of time.
This could be social media, sweets, or other forms of entertainment. As you experience
longings for these things, turn your attention back to God in prayer.
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