Well, Dear Reader,

We’ve reached the end. | don’t know about you, but | am breathing a sigh of
relief. Studying and writing on five chapters of Exodus each week has been one
of the greatest spiritual and intellectual exercises I’ve taken on. I’'m better for it,
but my brain, eyes, and click-clacking fingers are tired.

If you made it this far in the study, thank you for letting me be your partner and
guide in the reading.

This email summary will be shorter because several of the chapters are a direct
parallel to the chapters you read in the previous two weeks. You can skim, but
don’t skip. As you do skim, try to notice anything different this time around.

As usual, I've included discussion questions at the end, but | wonder: if you’re
willing, would you actually reply to me in an email with your responses? (Or
at least one response?) I'd love to know what you learned through this
study and how, if at all, it has nudged you a little closer to Jesus.

I’m so grateful we got to do this together,



Hannah Buchanan
Pastor to Adults

P.S. I'm really excited to tell you about our next Bible Reading Plan:
Matthew. I've already started browsing the book, and | can tell you this: I'm
confident | will read the Gospel story differently this time, coming straight out of
Genesis and Exodus. So here’s the deal: We've ordered 5,080 books that we’ll
distribute on Easter Sunday and beyond. The plan launches on April 19. It
moves at a much slower pace than this one did; each chapter is broken into at
least three days of reading. The plan lasts 90 days, and it will be a little bit
different than this one in terms of structure. Stay tuned for details. Here’s the



bottom line: Wherever you’re headed this summer, we think a 90-day journey
with Jesus could change your life. Will you be joining us?

About the Reading:

Chapters 36, 37, 38, and 39 are a direct mirror of Chapters 25 through 30.
These chunks of text are split by the story of the Golden Calf. What you’re
reading is God’s second chance, re-offering His presence to Israel, His very
own “stiff-necked” people.

This time, Bezalel and Oholiab get right to work. When Moses asks for the
contribution for the Tabernacle, we’re told the people “still kept bringing him
freewill offerings every morning, so that all the craftsman [came and said], ‘The
people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the Lord has
commanded us to do’” (36:4). Moses actually had to restrain the people in their
generosity.

Why is this? What kind of transformation has taken place in Israel?

My first instinct is to say, “Well the people are terrified of God now. No wonder
they obey. They are giving out of fear of being punished.”

| actually don’t think that’s the case. For one thing, they’ve witnessed far
greater displays of power than this. Remember the plagues? Remember the
parting of the seas that led to the Egyptians being destroyed? They had
witnessed the mighty hand of God before. They have known He’s capable of
wiping them out, a force to be feared. But that wasn’t enough to make them
faithful.

| think what’s happened is this: They’ve experienced God’s mercy. Their
transformation is prompted by a second chance.

“Second chance people” have often learned to put first things first.

Have you ever experienced a second chance? How did you approach your
life differently after experiencing mercy?



Why has God offered them mercy? What does it show about His
character?

Are you merciful? Is there someone you can show mercy to right now?

By 39:32, the work is complete. “The people of Israel did according to all that
the Lord had commanded Moses; so they did.”

And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the Lord had
commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them. (39:43)

| was surprised when | read that last sentence. Why is Moses blessing them?
(And shouldn’t God be the one to bless them?)

This line is like a spontaneous overflow of delight. Moses sees all that the
craftsmen have made and declares it good. His blessing is an echo from
Creation:

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in
the seas, and let the fowl multiply in the earth. (Genesis 1:22)

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the
earth. (Genesis 1:28)

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had
rested from all his work which God created and made. (Genesis 2:3)

The examples from Genesis go on.

When God sees good, He blesses. Moses is doing the same.
Are there good things happening around you that you see and can bless?
Are there people around you who you can bless?

Moses is surely impressed by the handiwork of the people, but | would bet he
is blessing them for their obedience. Their faithful response to God is what is
worthy of praise.



Chapter 40 is the summit, the long-awaited moment where we hold our breath,
wondering, “Will God actually do it? Will he dwell among them?”

God tells Moses, “On the first day of the first month you shall erect the
tabernacle of the tent of meeting...” The first day of the first month. This is
happening a little less than a year after their moonlit Exodus from Egypt. (And
we thought 2020 was a wild year?!)

There are thirteen instructions given to Moses on how to put up the Tabernacle
so it can be holy, or set apart. Moses doesn’t hesitate. He does it. The work is
finished.

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Throughout all
their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up, they did not
set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the
tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of
Israel through all their journeys. (40:34-38)

This is obviously a powerful moment in the story. But I’'m left with two
questions:

e What is the “glory of the Lord?”
« Why can’t Moses enter the tent? Wasn’t that the whole point of building
the tabernacle?

| don’t have certain answers for either of these; mostly best guesses.

The word for glory used here is kavod. It means honor, reverence, or
splendour. But actually, the most basic translation is “heavy.” God’s glory is
His visible presence, His arrival, His weight. Glory is the kind of thing you
witness and say, “Whoa!’ about.

It’s kind of amazing then, to read the opening lines of John’s Gospel:



And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

Jesus is the glory of God. The splendor. The visible presence. God’s arrival
among us. He’s the one we see and say, “Whoa!” about.

| had an English teacher in seventh grade who would stand on the table and
jump up and down when we reached critical, meaning-making moments in “To
Kill a Mockingbird.” She would be jumping on the table right now saying, “Do
you SEE this?!” The language John uses about Jesus is entirely connected to
the Tabernacle — the place where God dwells among us. Jesus is the
Tabernacle, the glory, the presence, the “heavy” of God.

Sometimes the Bible is just breathtaking.
But what does it mean that Moses can’t enter the Tabernacle?

Only this: All is still not as it should be. Israel has not been fully restored to
Eden. Something is standing between Moses (and the people) and God. God
is with them, and they watch for His cues. They are still being formed as His
people. But the journey is not complete.

This last part of Exodus 40 is written so that we might know the story continues
— well into Leviticus and beyond.

| want to close with one final thought: People often say that the “Old Testament
God” seems angry and vengeful, while the “New Testament God” is all about
grace, as though there were two of them. If you still carry that impression after
reading Exodus, then | have failed you as a guide.

First, remember that God always acts within culture. He speaks our language.
For example, if animal sacrifices seem brutal to you, remember they weren’t
God’s invention; animal sacrifice was common in the Ancient Near East. (The
culture we entered in Exodus was generally more brutal and gritty than our
sanitized western culture.) God is speaking through that practice so that we
can understand Him — and ourselves in relation to Him. To understand God
through Scripture requires us to be students of cultural context.



Second, remember that this whole book started because God heard people
crying out in pain, begging for deliverance from slavery. He hears them and
moves close, going to great lengths to deliver them. He rescues Israel and
brings them into freedom long before they obeyed any law or proved worthy of
His affection. This is grace.

In Exodus 34, Yahweh proclaims his name: “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
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sin...
How have you seen God live up to that name in Exodus?

The back half of that passage continues: “...but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s
children, to the third and the fourth generation.”

It’s clear (and also frightening) to consider how our sin will affect our
children and grandchildren. Have you considered this before? What does
it make you think about the way we choose to live? Are there any changes
you would like to make in light of this?

Last question...

How has aaaalll of this — everything you’ve read in Exodus — change how you
see and experience Jesus?

After all, that’s basically the whole point.

Dig Deeper

Reflection Questions

1. Pretend you are an Israelite. You were a slave. You witnessed the
Plagues first hand and walked out of Egypt, across the Red Sea on dry
land. You agreed to the terms of the Covenant. And you revelled at the
foot of the golden calf, which was made partly from gold you



contributed. You survived the aftermath of that incident. And you helped
build the tabernacle. What would you tell your young children about
God, after all of this? What is He like? What has He done for you?
How has Israel been transformed from the beginning of Exodus through
the end? What were the key moments in their journey of transformation?
How are you being transformed? What have been the key moments in
your journey of transformation?

How has all that you’ve read in Exodus changed how you see and
experience Jesus?

What lingering questions or concerns do you have after reading this
book?

Resources

A friend of mine recommended this podcast episode from the Bible

Project about God’s character (from Exodus 34:6-7; The Lord, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast
love...Remember that?) Will you listen to it with me?

Even if you watched them at the beginning of this study, watch Exodus
Part | & Exodus Part Il from the Bible Project. Now that you’ve finished
reading, I’m guessing the videos will mean something different to you.

Curious about how the story continues
into Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, but don’t want to read the

whole thing? You can also watch the overview videos of these books
from the Bible Project. Genesis through Deuteronomy are technically
one long narrative, and they make the most sense when read together.






