Dear Reader,

Around here, we talk about “the knowledge cliff.” It’'s what happens when
you’re walking along, talking about something you know, then you keep talking
and realize you no longer have any idea what you’re talking about. | have
stepped off the knowledge cliff many times while drafting this email.

In previous readings of Exodus, these are the chapters | would just skim
through, eyes glazed over. They seem like boring building instructions, and
spatial awareness just isn’t in my top three strengths. This time around, |
learned how wrong | was.

Thanks to The Bible Project, my trusty old literary companion Dr. Leon Kass,
my colleague Alex Johnston, and several others, I’ve discovered something
profound and beautiful hidden in these pages. | hope you will too.

Here’s a reading strategy that helped me this week: Grab a pen. Any time you
come across a material (i.e. gold, silver, acacia wood, etc.) underline or circle it.
Any time the Scripture talks about a structure to be built, grab a sheet of paper,
and try to sketch it out, even if you don’t understand the dimensions. It’ll keep
you from falling asleep.



Happy Reading!

Hannah Buchanan
Pastor to Adults

About the Reading:

Before we begin, | want to dust off some imagery from The Beginning. The
story of Genesis begins with God’s creation of the world in seven days. (For the
sake of this conversation, we’re not discussing whether it was seven literal
days, seven periods of time, or whether it’s more poetic.) On the seventh day,



God rested. But when the text says, “rested,” it doesn’t mean he kicked up his
feet. It means he rested on his throne, as in, he reigned over the Kingdom he’d
just called into being. He dwelt among his creation.

Life began in a Garden, the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve were naked and
unashamed, deeply connected with their maker, and exercised creative care
over all God had made. Until the serpent slithered in, sowing seeds of doubt
about God’s goodness, and whether he could be trusted to provide for them.
Taking the bait, Eve ate from the Tree God had asked her not to, shared it with
her husband, who ate without question, and they hid from God. The wholeness
of God’s perfect creation was shattered.

Concerned that Adam and Eve might also take and eat from the tree of life,
something we’re not told much about, God drives them out of the Garden. If
they were to eat, they might live forever in their broken state. “At the east of the
garden of Eden, he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every
way to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Genesis 1-3)

What we are about to read in the Tabernacle has everything to do with this
story. Listen for echoes from Eden, ringing throughout.

We ended last week in Chapter 24-25. Remember, Moses brought Aaron with
his sons, and the elders of Israel up to the mountain, and they saw the God of
Israel. “There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like
the very heaven for clearness.” (Can you hear a faint echo, “And God said, ‘Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the waters’...And God made the expanse
and separated the waters...And God called the expanse Heaven.” Gen. 1:6-8)
The mountain is like a mini-cosmos.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that |
may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which |
have written for their instruction”... Then Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount

Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day, he called to
Moses out of the midst of the cloud.



Can you hear the echoes now? God dwelling with Moses. Something happens
for six days, and on the seventh God invites Moses into his presence?

While on the mountain, Moses receives detailed instructions to return to his
people, and collect all kinds of materials. Wait a second, these people were
slaves. They didn’t have stuff like gold or silver and fine linen.

Where did they get this stuff?
This is the plunder from the Egyptians before they left.

With all of these contributions, God tells him, “And let them make me
a sanctuary that | may dwell in their midst.” (25:8)

God is asking for a Holy space, a place set apart from ordinary everyday use
so that he can live and speak and move among his people.

Where have we encountered a space like this in Scripture before?
In the Garden. (Hear the echoes now?)
Now we’re getting into the actual instructions. Grab your sketch pad.

The rest of this email will be structured a little differently. Instead of chunking it
by chapter, I'll chunk it by what’s being constructed. | just think it will flow
better.

But wait! First, take a moment to look at this Visual Guide to the Tabernacle our

graphic designer made. It’s a stunning overview of what you’re about to read.
First, The Ark of the Covenant:

...And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the
ark by them. The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be
taken from it. And you shall put into the ark the testimony that | shall give

you. (25:14-16)

Why do you think God’s design for the Ark required long poles to carry it,
rather than having one or more people just grab it by the sides and pick it
up?



Then, The Mercy Seat:

You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its
length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. And you shall make two cherubim of
gold. Of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy
seat...The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the
mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another...There I will meet with
you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are
on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that | will give you in
commandment for the people of Israel. (Exodus 25:17-22)

Can you hear it? Can you hear that echo??

Through the Tabernacle, God is recreating Eden, a space where he can dwell
with us. When we left Eden, God posted two cherubim at the

entrance, blocking the way to his presence. (Gen. 3:24) Now, he is posting two
cherubim on the mercy seat, where he will pour out his presence again.

Keep reading. It gets better.

You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of
hammered work, its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be
of one piece with it. And there shall be six branches going out of its
sides...(25:31-40)

Wait, flowers? Branches? That sounds like imagery from a garden.

YES! Through the Tabernacle, God is inviting his people back to the Garden.
Do you see it now?

In The Tabernacle, what does God ask to be woven into the curtains? (26:1)
Cherubim. There it is again!

Okay, pause your reading. Take four minutes to watch this video from the Bible

Project about the Temple. It is just so good.

Are you tempted to zone out at the end of Chapters 26 and 27? Refer again
to the Visual Guide. It really helped me picture what’s happening here.




Here’s what stands out to me:

o There are three main spaces: the courtyard, the Tent of Meeting, and the
Holy of Holies (the Holiest space).

o A sacrifice was required to enter the courtyard, as a symbol of what sin
costs us: our lives. Lucky for the Israelites, they didn’t have to pay with
their life, an animal sacrifice was allowed as a substitute.

e As you move toward the Holy space, you would wash yourself in a
washbasin, to symbolize cleansing and purity.

e Only the Priest was allowed into the Holiest space, NOT because the
priest was super righteous, though we’d certainly hope for that, but
because God had chosen a mediator to represent the people.

e The holiest space was guarded by a thick veil or curtain. Once a year,
the High Priest could enter to offer atoning sacrifices. He had to wear a
rope tied around his ankle, in case he should die in the presence of God
so that his body could be dragged out.

Someone asked me this week, “Why all the technical instructions? Like, why
should we read that?”

Here’s what | told her: Ryan and | moved this weekend. In the kitchen of the
new house, we’re building an island. It’s taken a while because we haven’t
received the CAD drawings to send over to the builder. The builder needs the
CAD drawings in order to make sure he builds it in such a way that it won’t
collapse when our two-year old inevitably climbs up on it and jumps up and
down. These chapters are God’s CAD drawings for the builder. They’re for us,
by extension, but they are literally the ancient equivalent of blueprints needed
to ensure the proper construction of this space. Does that make sense?

Shall we talk about the Priests and their garments? First, let’s talk about what
they wear. Then let’s talk about what they do.

What they wear



Read Chapter 28. Try to sketch out what you’ve read. Then do a quick Google
image search of “Priests Garments in Exodus.” You’ll see some funny (but
alarmingly similar) pictures of what these would have looked like.

Here’s what stands out to me in this chapter:

e  “You shall speak to all the skillful, whom | have filled with a spirit of
skill...” | just love this. If you are an artist, designer, seamstress, builder,
God has filled you with a spirit of skill.

o Each shoulder piece of the garment would be set with two stones, and
on the stones were engraved the names of the twelve tribes of Israel (six
on each stone). And Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his
two shoulders for remembrance. (28:12) He will literally carry the names
of Israel on his shoulders before God. When God says, “for
remembrance,” | wonder, for whose remembrance? For God to
remember the twelve tribes? Or for the Priest to remember the twelve
tribes as he offers to atone sacrifices for their sin? He
is representing Israel to God.

e He also wears a “breastpiece of judgment.” It’s set with four rows of
three stones, engraved with the names of the sons of Israel. So Aaron
shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment
on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular
remembrance before the Lord...Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of
the people of Israel on his heart before the Lord regularly. (28:29-30)
Again, Aaron wears or carries the names of Israel before the Lord, so
they will be remembered before Yahweh.

The Hebrew word used for bear is nasa'. It’s the same word translated

as take, in the Ten Commandments. “You shall not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in
vain.” (20:7) Considering this, it makes sense that to “take the Lord’s name in
vain” is to misrepresent God, to “wear His name” lightly.



God instructs Moses to make a turban for Aaron, on which is fastened a
plate of pure gold that says, “Holy to the Lord.” The priest is set apart to
God. He belongs to Yahweh and no other.

Lastly, the undergarments. “You shall make for them linen
undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips
to the thighs; and they shall be on Aaron and his sons when they go into
the tent of meeting or when they come near the altar to ministry in the
Holy Place, lest they bear guilt and die.” (28:43) What does this line tell
us about why each piece of clothing was important in the work of
the priest?

Okay, now what do the priests do? Four main things:

1.

Maintain the holy place of the Tabernacle. Burn incense each morning
and evening, trim and refill the lamps each evening and replace the
bread each Sabbath.

Maintain the Tabernacle courtyard. They offered sacrifices each morning
and evening, then blessed the congregation after the daily sacrifice.
They kept the fires burning on the altar, tidying up the ashes.

Receive and inspect the people and their sacrifices to make sure they
were pleasing to God.

Teach and counsel the people, according to the Law given by Yahweh
to Israel.

Our reading this week concludes with a Consecration ceremony for the priests,
and instructions on the incense and anointing oil. If | were renaming the
heading of this chapter, I’'d call it, “Blood and Barbecue.” The ceremony
involves making animal sacrifices (which were common across the ancient

world), burning them on the altar, and sprinkling the priests with the blood.
Remember, blood was believed to be the life of an animal. (It’s not supposed to
sound normal to somebody reading in 2021.)

What it meant to them was this: the blood on their ears, thumbs, and big toes

(29:20) symbolized their complete devotion to the Lord to hear the word of



God, to serve Him, and to walk as an example to others. The anointing with oil
represented God’s power, poured into them by his Spirit, for service to Him.
The incense and burnt offerings rise up to the Lord as a “sweet aroma,” not
because God likes meat, but because the smells represent his people’s love
and worship.

And all of this is to make a home for God on the earth.

I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. And they shall
know that | am the Lord their God, who brought them out of Egypt that | might
dwell among them. | am the Lord their God. (29:45-46)

Why do you think God was so insistent on his people knowing him?
And why was He so intent on dwelling among them?

Now, gather up all of what we’ve read so far in your mind: Eden, God dwelling
in the Garden, the Cherubim blocking the Tree of Life, the Tabernacle with the
Mercy Seat, flanked by Cherubim between whom God will show up and speak.
The Temple is where God dwells now. It is where heaven and earth meet.

Follow me here for a second...

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple, he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the
money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all
out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the
money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the
pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house
of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house
will consume me.”

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show for us doing these things?”
Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews then said, “It has taken forty six years to build this temple, and will

you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered



that he had said this,m and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus
had spoken.

John 2:19-22
Do you see what’s happening here?

The Temple was God’s house, where God lived, not a center of commerce or
exploitation.

And what Jesus claimed was extraordinary: The Temple is no longer a
building.

Jesus is the Temple.
Jesus is where God dwells.
In Jesus, heaven and earth meet.

When he died on the cross and breathed his last, do you remember what
happened?

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. (Matthew 27:51)

That heavy-duty drape that separated the Holy of Holies where God’s presence
was supposed to be protected ripped. From TOP to bottom. Do you see the
power of this moment?

On the cross, Jesus made a way back to Eden, tearing the curtain in two
so we can dwell with God once more.

It gets better. In his letter to the church at Corinth, after the Resurrection, the
Apostle Paul writes:

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God'’s temple
is holy, and you are that temple.

-1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you see who the temple is now? Do you see where God desires to dwell?



In us.

In us, as individuals. And in us, as a body of people, His church.
We are the Tabernacle.

We are where God dwells and moves and speaks.

This is the Gospel. It’s the Good News. We don’t need a priest or mediator
anymore to make animal sacrifices. Jesus is our High Priest. He is the
sacrifice.

The Bible is one long story, from Genesis to Jesus, and though the book ends
at Revelation, you and | are still living in the story.

What part have you chosen to play?
Are you a hospitable home for the Spirit of God?

Here’s my last thought for the week: While | was reading the instructions for the
Tabernacle, it occurred to me what a sensory experience it must have been to
be there. Think about what you’d smell, all the ornate elements you would see,
and what you would hear and taste. Being in the presence of God is not an
intellectual activity; it is an immersive experience.

Perhaps God intends for us to sense Him with all of our being. How
do you practice the presence of God?

Dig Deeper

Reflection Questions

1. What’s the purpose of the Tabernacle? Why do you think God went to
great lengths to detail the plans?

2. Why do you think it matters what the priests wear when they enter the
Tabernacle? Is there anything we can learn from this for us today?

3. The priests were called to represent God to the people; and the people
to God. In the same way, we are called to be that “kingdom of priests,”



representing God to the world around us. What conclusions would
people draw about God, based on what they see in how you live your
life?

4. These chapters detail plans for how and when the Israelites would
worship God. Part of their rhythm was morning and evening prayer.
What rhythms do you follow in your own spiritual life? What would it look
like to set intentional times for prayer and worship?

5. Why do you think God was so insistent on his people knowing him? And
why was He so intent on dwelling among them?

Resources

e The song that kept ringing in my head throughout these chapters is
Shane and Shane’s Before the Throne.

e In case you missed it, check out this Visual Guide to the Tabernacle our
team created.

e This is an in-depth, excellent podcast episode from the Bible
Project about the Tabernacle.

e For more on animal sacrifices, read here.

o For more on the presence of God, read here.

o Lastly, check out this short and sweet video on the Temple. Seriously,
watch this.







