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As we conclude our series on cultivating love, we focus on what has been and will
continue to be the guiding principle for cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives:

We cannot make growth happen, but we can create an environment where
growth is more (or less) likely to happen.

It is the Holy Spirit that produces the fruit; Our role involves creating the kind of
environment where fruit can grow both in us and around us. So, how do we do that,
specifically for our children and youth? By studying Jesus’ childhood and upbringing
(Luke 2:40-52), we discover that it requires a family that practices the faith together,
a community of trustworthy family and friends, and a church the whole family
loves.

We understand the importance of our own spiritual growth, but God is also calling us to
be a part of the growth of the next generation, whether it be within our biological
family or our spiritual family. If we look back and reflect on our own faith journey, we
can see a pattern of generational discipleship. Somebody told somebody who told
somebody who told us about the love of God. Now, it is our time to tell the next
generation!



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Although we cannot make spiritual growth happen, we can create an
environment where growth is more (or less) likely to happen. What steps can we
take to cultivate lives in which we are more likely to grow spiritually and bear
fruit?

3. How would you describe your upbringing? What impact did it have on your
spiritual growth?

4. What does it look like to be a church the whole family loves?
5. What are some practical ways we can invest in the next generation?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Who are you investing in during this current season? If you have children at home, start
there! Our household is our first ministry responsibility, but we are also responsible for
the next generation in our spiritual family (the church).

Remember, we cannot make our children become disciples of Jesus, but we can create
an environment where it is more likely they will follow Christ as they grow older.
Somebody told somebody who told somebody who told you about the love of God. Now
it’s your turn!

One of the ways we share God’s love with the next generation is through our Family
Ministries, which invests in kids from birth through high school. If you feel led to serve
in this area, contact Andi Fancher (fanchera@hpumc.org) to learn how you can get
involved.
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