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In John 15, Jesus identifies himself as the true vine and explains that we, as the
branches, must stay connected to him in order to bear fruit. To be the kind of people for
whom love comes naturally, we must remain (abide) in God’s love. But how do we do
that? We remain in God’s love by keeping His commandment to love one another. In
other words, we become more loving when we love others. Sounds simple enough!

But what about people who are difficult to love? When it comes to loving others, it is
important, and even loving, to establish healthy boundaries as unconditional love does
not equate to unconditional access. Sin violates God’s boundaries, separating and
detaching us from Him. But, Jesus came along and renewed our access to God,
reattaching us to the source of all life and empowering us to become people of love.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Loving like Jesus (agape) often requires us to love people who are difficult to
love. This kind of love stretches us and forces us out of our comfort zones. In
your own life, who might God be asking you to love? What does love require of
you for that person?

3. In John 15:2, Jesus explains that pruning is required in order for us to bear more
fruit. In this current season, are there things in your life that need to be pruned?



4. Why are boundaries important in loving relationships? How can we practice
agape (sacrificial, unconditional) love while maintaining healthy boundaries?

5. What was the role of the law in God’s relationship with His people? How did
Jesus change this dynamic?

6. Love is not simply an emotion or feeling, it is a practice. How can we practice and
tangibly express agape love to one another?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

In September, we are focusing on cultivating a life with God where love can grow within
us, and we believe this happens in the context of community. But community doesn’t
happen by accident! Just as loving others requires practice, building community takes
intentionality. This week, we want to challenge you to invite someone you’d like to get
to know out to lunch or to grab a coffee. Ask them, “How are you doing, really?”
Remember, every friendship has to start somewhere!


