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In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus faces temptation in the wilderness. Offered shortcuts to
comfort, recognition, and power, he responds each time with God’s Word and chooses
obedience to the Father. His testing shows us that true ministry flows not from ease or
compromise, but from faithfulness and dependence on God. In the same way, Project
Mockingbird calls our church to trust God with a bold vision. It’s not simply about
buildings or numbers—it’s about creating spaces of worship, raising up leaders, and
serving our city so that God’s Kingdom comes in Dallas as it is in heaven.

For each of us, the call is personal. Just as Jesus resisted the temptation to take the easy
path, we too are invited to surrender our comforts, our pride, and our desire for control,
choosing instead to live by God’s Word. This means asking: Where am I tempted to take
shortcuts in my discipleship? Where is God calling me to trust Him more deeply? As we
give, serve, and pray, we participate not only in a church-wide vision but also in the
ongoing work of God’s Kingdom in our own lives and in the city we call home.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?

2. Read Matthew 4:1-11. Jesus responded to each temptation with Scripture. How
can you more intentionally use God’s Word to strengthen you in times of
testing?

3. Why do you think God led Jesus into the wilderness before his public ministry?



4. How can experiencing testing strengthen your faith and reliance on God?
5. Where might God be calling you to take a step of faith—whether in giving,
serving, or trusting—that feels like your own “wilderness” moment?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

Jesus resisted the temptation to take the easy path, relying fully on God rather than
comfort, recognition, or shortcuts. This week, take time to identify one area in your life
where you are tempted to rely on your own strength, seek approval, or take a shortcut
that bypasses God’s will. Reflect on it daily, asking God to reveal where you may be
choosing ease or pride over obedience. Pray for guidance, courage, and strength to say
“no” to temptation and “yes” to God’s Word. Then take one concrete step to obey
Him—whether serving someone anonymously, speaking truth in love, following the
harder but right path, or prioritizing God’s Word in a decision. Share your goal with a
friend or small group for accountability, and at the end of the week, reflect on how
choosing obedience affected your life, relationships, and trust in God.

The success of Project Mockingbird depends on the collective efforts of our community.
Just as a group of mockingbirds is called an “echo,” we invite you to join us in this
harmonious effort to make a lasting impact on Dallas. Whether through your time,
talents, or financial gifts, your contribution will help create a flourishing legacy for our
city. Together, we can ensure that our city is a place where the love of God is seen, felt,
and heard every day. Together, we can help Dallas thrive. Join the echo today!

For more information, visit hpumcprojectmockingbird.com.
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