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What do you do when it seems like faith has failed you? How do you handle 
disappointment, difficulty, and doubt that inevitably comes when things do not turn 
out how you thought they would?  
 
In this week’s sermon, we examine the life and faith of Abraham (Hebrews 11). 
Although he encountered uncertainty, setbacks, doubt, and fear, Abraham stayed the 
course and ultimately trusted God with the outcome. Similarly, our faith should guide 
us to obedience, no matter the result. Even when the end is unclear and we cannot see 
the finish line, we are called to run the race set before us with perseverance, living by 
faith and entrusting God with the outcome. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 

particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 
2.​ In Hebrews 11, Abraham is commended for his faith, but his journey wasn’t free 

from struggles or mistakes. What does this tell us about the nature of faith and 
God's grace in our lives? 

3.​ Read Hebrews 11:1 and 2 Corinthians 5:7. How does living by faith differ from 
living by sight? Can you think of an example where you had to trust in God even 
when the situation didn’t make sense? 

 



 

4.​ Read Hebrews 12:1-2. How can we encourage one another, as a community, to 
live by faith and run the race set before us with perseverance? 

5.​ How do we maintain faith when we face setbacks, seemingly unanswered 
prayers, or difficult circumstances? What does it look like to persevere in faith 
during those times? 

 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

  
We can often treat the Christian life and our relationship with God as a quid pro quo. In 
other words, we expect certain results or outcomes in return for our faithfulness. We 
can then become disappointed when things don’t work out the way we thought they 
should, which can lead to anger and resentment, holding God accountable for our 
circumstances. However, Jesus never promised comfort or security. In fact, Jesus said 
that we will have trouble in this world, and yet, we can take heart because he has 
overcome the world (John 16:33). Despite our circumstances, we can live by faith and 
trust God with the outcome, knowing that He is always faithful. 
 
Last week, we began practicing prayer by adjusting our physical posture—praying on 
our knees. This week, continue that practice, but shift your focus to changing your 
relational posture toward God. Rather than seeing your relationship with God as 
transactional, begin to view it as a partnership. Instead of approaching prayer as a 
face-to-face conversation where you are coming at God with your problems, imagine 
standing side-by-side with Him, facing your challenges together. How might this 
perspective change the way you pray? What might you ask of God when you approach 
Him in this way? Remember, you are not alone—God is with you, beside you, and for 
you as you navigate the difficulties of the race set before you!  
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