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All of us make decisions all the time. You make thousands of small decisions every day, 
a handful of important decisions every year, and a few truly life-altering decisions 
throughout your life.  
 
The environment we create is a direct result of the source of wisdom that we allow to 
influence our decisions. Where are you getting the wisdom it takes to make the best 
decisions for yourself and for those around you? In this week’s sermon, we learn a 
framework to help us live by wisdom from above.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 

particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 
2.​ Read James 3:13-17. What are some examples of “earthly wisdom,” and how is it 

different from “wisdom from above?”  
3.​ In what areas of your life do you see envy or selfish ambition at work? How can 

those attitudes affect our relationships or decision-making? 
4.​ Which of the characteristics of heavenly wisdom do you find most challenging to 

live out (James 3:17)?  
5.​ How might our environments (church, workplace, home, etc.) change if people 

were to live by wisdom from above? 
 

 



 

WEEKLY PRACTICE 
  

Even wise people can misjudge things, which is why we need to actively seek God’s 
guidance. This week, practice inviting God into the process of decision-making.  
 

●​ Wait when possible, as haste often leads to decisions made in selfish ambition. 

●​ Pray for wisdom (James 1:5) before taking action. 

●​ Ask, “Is this a good idea or a bad idea?” 
 
Create a habit of “pause, pray, proceed” when faced with decisions—big or small. 
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