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At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus stands in the synagogue and reads from 
Isaiah 61, proclaiming good news to the poor, freedom for captives, sight for the blind, 
and liberty for the oppressed. Then, he makes a startling declaration: “Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). In that moment, Jesus 
announces that God's promised kingdom has arrived in and through him. 

The good news is more than forgiveness of sins or the promise of heaven after death, 
though it certainly includes both. The good news is that through Jesus, the kingdom of 
God has broken into our world. God's reign is bringing healing, restoration, justice, 
peace, and hope to a broken creation. Jesus invites us to live in the tension of the 
"already and not yet": the kingdom is present now, but it has not yet come in its 
fullness. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to be people of living hope, acknowledging the 
brokenness around us while refusing to let it define us. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we participate in God's work of bringing glimpses of His kingdom into the world 
through acts of love, mercy, justice, and faithfulness. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 

1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 
particularly meaningful or challenging for you? 

 
 



 

2.​ When you hear the phrase "good news," what comes to mind? How did this 
sermon expand or challenge your understanding? 

3.​ How does viewing the gospel as the good news of God's kingdom differ from 
viewing it only as a promise of heaven after death? How does this understanding 
influence the way we live today? 

4.​ Where do you currently see evidence of God's kingdom breaking into the world 
around you? How might God be inviting us to participate? 

 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

 
Spend time this week reading Isaiah 65, Revelation 21, or another passage that 
describes God's coming kingdom. As you read, make a list of the characteristics of God's 
kingdom (peace, justice, healing, reconciliation, joy, etc.). 

Then ask yourself: What is one practical way I can reflect this aspect of God's 
kingdom in my daily life this week? 

Choose one action, no matter how small, and intentionally practice it. It may be 
extending forgiveness, serving someone in need, caring for creation, encouraging a 
struggling friend, or having a spiritual conversation you've been avoiding. 

As you do, remember that you are not simply waiting for God's kingdom to come 
someday. Rather, you are participating in the work that Jesus has already begun. 
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