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A higher vantage point changes everything. What once felt overwhelming begins to
make sense. What felt hopeless begins to open toward possibility. When God gives us a
glimpse of the bigger picture, it doesn’t just change how we see the world—it changes
how we live in the world.

Isaiah 49:1-7 and Matthew 1:18-23, though separated by centuries, belong to the same
story. What God promises in Isaiah—the calling of a servant to bring hope and
salvation—begins to take flesh in Matthew with the birth of Jesus. God’s people are
given a vision for the future so that they can live with hope in the present.

Through Scripture, God gives us a view from the top, allowing us to see His unfolding
plan across time. From the promises of the prophets to the fulfillment in Christ, God
reveals His Son has come to save us from our sin by being with us—Emmanuel. We are
invited to lift our eyes above our immediate circumstances and see the bigger picture of
God’s redemptive plan. With this vision, we can be confident that God is at work and
His promises are true, giving us hope for the future and informing the way we live
today.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was
particularly meaningful or challenging for you?



2. Read Isaiah 49:1-7. The servant speaks of labor that seems unnoticed or
unfruitful. How does this encourage you when your efforts feel small or unseen?
How does knowing that God sees the bigger picture change the way you view
challenges or setbacks in your life?

3. Read Matthew 1:18-23. Joseph’s life takes an unexpected turn in this passage.
What fears might Joseph have been carrying as he considered his options? What
fears do you bring into situations where God’s direction feels unclear?

4. What connections do you see between these two passages?

5. What moments have served as “mountaintop” moments for you in your faith
journey?

WEEKLY PRACTICE

This week, practice changing your perspective by lifting your eyes from what is
immediately in front of you to see your life as part of God’s larger story. You don’t need
long stretches of time for God to work deeply. A few faithful minutes, offered
consistently, can reorient your vision, strengthen your hope, and shape the way you live
on the ground. God often works through small, faithful moments. This week, set aside
just 5-10 minutes each day to lift your eyes and invite God to give you a view from the
top. Here’s a suggestion for how this could work:

1. Be Still (1-2 minutes)
Pause. Take a few deep breaths and become aware of God’s presence.
Silently pray, “God, You are with me.”

2. Read Scripture (2-3 minutes)
Read one short portion from Isaiah 49:1-7 or Matthew 1:18-23.
Don’t rush. Read slowly, trusting that God can speak through even a few verses.

3. Reflect (2-3 minutes)
o What might God be showing me about His bigger picture?
o Where am I being invited to trust Him today?

4. Respond (1-2 minutes)
Pray: “God, take this small moment and use it for Your purposes.
Help me live today with faith, hope, and obedience.”

Carry one word or phrase from your reading with you throughout the day as a reminder
that God is at work—even in small moments.
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