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Jesus began his public ministry with a clear and urgent message, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17). The kingdom is not distant—it is 
God’s reign breaking into the world through Jesus. When we pray, “Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done,” we are aligning our lives with his mission. 

Jesus’ ministry of teaching, preaching, and healing shows that God’s kingdom is 
holistic—addressing spiritual as well as physical needs. As his church, we are called to 
embody that same mission, praying for and working toward God’s will in our lives, 
our church, and our city. 

To pray “Thy kingdom come” is to offer ourselves as God’s hands and feet. Much like the 
first disciples, we are invited to step out in faith and step into the story, joining his 
transforming work in the world around us. In the year ahead, may we be a people 
devoted to seeking God’s will and living on mission. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
1.​ What stuck out to you about this sermon? Was there an idea that was 

particularly meaningful or challenging for you?  
2.​ If Jesus were walking through our city today, calling people to follow him, where 

do you think he would go? How can we join him in bringing God’s kingdom to 
those places? 

 



 

3.​ Read Matthew 4:18-22. What can we learn from the response of Simon, Andrew, 
James, and John?  

4.​ Jesus’ ministry involved teaching, evangelism, and healing (Matthew 4:23). What 
does this reveal about the holistic nature of God’s kingdom? Which of these do 
you think the church today is living out well? And which of these could we grow 
in for the sake of our city? 

5.​ What would it look like to see God’s kingdom come and His will being done in 
our city as it is in heaven? What are some practical ways we can join God in what 
He is doing in our homes, workplaces, schools, and neighborhoods? 

 
WEEKLY PRACTICE 

  

When Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John, they “immediately left their nets 
and followed him” (Matthew 4:20,22). Their nets represented more than fishing 
equipment—they symbolized their livelihood, security, identity, and the life they had 
always known. Dropping their nets was an act of radical trust. It meant leaving behind 
comfort and stability to step into the unknown of following Jesus. The kingdom of God 
doesn’t just add something to our lives—it reorders everything. 
 
Today, our “nets” might look different, but they can still hold us back from fully 
following Jesus. This might be: 

 

●​ A habit or sin we cling to. 
●​ A comfort or security we don’t want to release. 
●​ An identity rooted in success, possessions, or approval rather than in Christ. 
●​ A fear of the unknown or of losing control. 

 
Following Jesus means being willing to put those nets down. It doesn’t necessarily 
mean quitting our jobs or leaving everything behind, but it does mean holding nothing 
back from him. Just as the disciples stepped out in faith when they dropped their nets 
to follow Jesus, we’re invited to step into the unfolding story of God’s kingdom mission. 
 
This week, spend time in reflection and ask yourself, “What nets am I still holding on 
to?” Write them down, bring them to God in prayer, and ask Him for the courage and 
strength to let go. Pray daily for God’s kingdom to come in your life, our church, and 
our city. 
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