
MATTHEW 5:13-16
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

DAY 21

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21

Before he died, Jesus gathered his followers around a mountain to hear a message from 
God. Jesus describes a new kind of Kingdom, an upside-down Kingdom where the first 
shall be last and the last first. He says that, in the way that salt kept food from decaying, 

God’s people can now be part of preventing the decay that darkness causes in the world.

We are called to be salt and light. Through the way we live, the way we sacrificially love 
others and follow the way of Jesus, we can bring light into the world. We can chase away 
the decay that comes through a life lived in darkness. 

This is why we were created. To partner with God, to join God’s creative work in the midst 
of chaos and darkness, to be the light of Christ that pierces the darkness and brings hope 
to those who need it the most.



DAY 21

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
What does it look like to let your light shine for others today?



1 PETER 2:4-10
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious 
to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
    a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
    will never be put to shame.”

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,”

8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

DAY 22

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22



Years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, we see that his followers are being 
charged to fulfill Israel’s original calling, to be a light to the nations. God promised 
to make Israel His treasured possession if they would obey the Torah, and live in 

such a way that God’s nature and character were revealed to the world. Israel was meant to 
be priests–mediators between God and the rest of humanity. Now that promise is extended 
to Jesus’ disciples–followers of the Way. 

Love. Justice. Mercy. Compassion. Jesus builds these qualities into his followers, not just for 
their own sake, but for the sake of others. Just as Jesus is a mirror that reflects God’s light, 
we are called to reflect the light of Christ to a hurting and broken world. We are blessed to 
be a blessing; Our lives are not our own. God brought us out of the darkness, out of spiritual 
oppression and slavery to death, so we could do the same to our neighbors who are living 
in darkness. 

Jesus died and rose again, so we can go to those who are dying and show them the way to 
resurrection. 

How does it change the way you think about your life, your values, your 
priorities, the way you spend your resources, when you consider your role as 
God’s healing agents to a hurting and broken world? 



ACTS 2:2-12
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one 
heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who 
are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
“What does this mean?”

DAY 23

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23

A t Pentecost, we’re told tongues of fire (little lights) come and rest on each of the 
disciples as they are gathered together. Throughout the Bible, fire is used as a symbol 
for God’s presence, from Moses at the burning bush to the fiery cloud that guides 

Israel through the wilderness. Now, God once again brings the fire of His presence to His 
people. Only this time, it is through the power of the Holy Spirit. The fiery light of God’s 
Spirit fills the disciples so they can actually go do the work Jesus prepared them for. 

In all that we do, we carry that same Spirit within us. The same Spirit that was with God in 
the beginning at Creation now lives within each of us! And it is only because we have God’s 
light within us that we are able to be a light to those around us. The Spirit is what pushes us 



Take a moment to pray the following prayer. As you say each phrase, take a 
deep breath in, and a deep breath out. Repeat as many times as you’d like to, 
inviting God’s Spirit to bring light into the dark places of you:

Holy Spirit, 

Breath of God, breathe into me. 

Transform me.

out of our comfort zones and helps us to wrestle with the dark pockets inside of us. And in 
this way, we are never alone. We don’t go about the work of Jesus on our own power, but 
out of the overflowing of God’s power within us. 

Because we have God’s Spirit within us, we are able to do extraordinary things beyond what 
we ever thought possible on our own.



DAY 24

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

ISAIAH 9:1-7
1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for 
those who were in distress. In the past he humbled 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, 
by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—

2 The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned.
3 You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle
    and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,
    will be fuel for the fire.
6 For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty
    will accomplish this.

On Christmas Eve we are full 
of anticipation for the Christ 
child to come. The thing we’ve 

waited for all year has finally arrived. 
At Christmas Eve services, we sing 
“Silent Night” and lift up our candles 
in the midst of a dark room. And as 
our individual flame is joined by those 
around us we become a sea of light 
illuminating the entire room as we join 
the hosts of heaven declaring:

Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born! 

This moment is a reminder that no 
matter how pervasive the darkness, 
light always wins. Just as we have seen 
the light of Christ, so too must the world 
now see the light of Christ’s church. We 
must hold our flame high and proclaim 
the beauty and majesty and healing 
power of Christ’s love within us for the 
world around us. This is the beauty of 
Christmas–it’s a reminder that even in 
the darkest night, God is not far from 
us. Through the power of the Spirit, 
God’s light lives in each of us, shining 
forth to light up the darkness. 

As you light your candle on 
Christmas Eve, whether during 
worship or at home with your 
family, consider what this symbol 
means to you. How do you see 
the beauty and meaning of 
Christmas reflected in the light? 



REVELATION 22:1-7
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the 
middle of the great street of the city. On each 
side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month. And the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be 
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in the city, and his servants will serve 
him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more 

night. They will not need the light of a lamp or 
the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

6 The angel said to me, “These words are 
trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who 
inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his 
servants the things that must soon take place.”

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one 
who keeps the words of the prophecy written 
in this scroll.”

CHRISTMAS DAY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25

God, today we thank you that, even though we live in a world where darkness is still apparent, 
we are not without hope. Today, we’re reminded that the dark pockets of our world just mean 

that the story is not finished yet, that You are still at work in us and through us. 

Help us to gaze upon the Christ child today with open eyes. We pray that Jesus’ light would flow 
in us and through us. It’s unfathomable that we get to be your partners in bringing new light into 
the world, that you would choose us to carry forward the light of Christ. We pray that we might 
never take it for granted that we carriers of your light in a broken world. And no matter what 
we face, what darkness threatens to overtake us, we rest assured that your light will overcome.

And we look forward with hopeful eyes to the day when there will be no more darkness–no more 
mourning, nor death–only the light of Christ. Until then, together we say come soon, Jesus!

Amen. 
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