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Congregational News
In Sympathy for the Families of: 

 Names of HPUMC members are listed in bold.
If you would like to have your loved one listed here, please email 

pastoralcare@hpumc.org or call 214.523.2241.

The mission of the Violence 
Intervention & Prevention (VIP) 
Ministry is to proactively address 
family violence at Highland Park 
United Methodist Church and in 
our community.  This ministry 

serves as a resource for directing those in need to receive help.  
If someone you love is hurting you and you need help, or if you 
know someone who needs help, please call the HPUMC VIP 
Ministry Information/Resource Line at 214.523.2123.  All calls 
are confi dential.

Joy of Living:
A New group based on study of 

THE big book of 
alcoholics anonymous

If, when you honestly want to, you fi nd you cannot quit en-
tirely, or if, when drinking or using, you have little control 
over the amount you take, you are not alone. We are a group 
of men and women who at one time struggled with these prob-
lems as well but are now free.  Whether you fi t this descrip-
tion, love somebody who fi ts this description, are unsure if 
this description fi ts you, or are just curious, please join us in 
our weekly study of the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
The newly founded Joy of Living group will meet in room 
385 on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. It is a group primarily 
focused on teaching others how to stay sober through close 
adherence to the guaranteed program of recovery detailed in 
the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous. For additional infor-
mation call 214.523.2209.

Church Women United invites you to a review of 

"Three Cups of Tea" by Beth Weems Pirtle
Tuesday, March 24, 10:00 a.m., room 120

RSVP to Beth: bethsigns@att.net or 972.243.7353
Limited seating! We are having round tables for 8.  

Plans are to have "three cups of tea" as we 
hear the story of Greg Mortenson's work 

building schools for girls in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  
There is no charge but donations can be made to CWU.

Dealing with Stress, 
Post-55

Financial insecurity amid the shock of these economic times, 
a spouse with dementia, issues of health, loss and frustration 
that accompany aging, family issues, supporting grown chil-
dren, dealing with parents in their 90’s, raising grandchildren; 
the list goes on. Gregg Medlyn of Pastoral Counseling and Ed-
ucation Center will explore ways of emotionally dealing with 
these bumps in life’s post-55 road.

March 31, noon-1:00 p.m., room 120

Make lunch reservations ($9) with Richard at 214.523.2249 or 
emailing stanfordr@hpumc.org.

Costa Rica 
Orphanage, continued 
from page 1. 

We went to some local 
churches for vacation 
bible school, in part to 
entertain and educate 
the kids, or so we 
thought.  By the time 
it was said and done, 

we were the ones with the big smiles. Not only were we the ones 
entertained, but more importantly, enlightened.

We accomplished so much on this trip – we laughed until we cried, 
we moved dirt (I never knew how therapeutic moving dirt could 
be), we tiled two rooms, painted a house and a roof, built a concrete 
patio and refl ected quite a bit about advancing the Kingdom of God.  
I’m very proud of HPUMC for starting this movement, which has 
gained so much momentum and has allowed me to put my faith 
into action and help me work towards living my life in such a way 
that helps me help those in need.

Ray smiled and said, "Well then, we need to get more people to 
experience Costa Rica." So I say to you, are you ready for your 
journey? Are you ready for Costa Rica?

For information about how you can support our Costa Rica 
Orphanage with your time or fi nancial gifts, please visit
www.hpumc.org or call 214.523.2268.

The Academy of Christian & 
Life Enrichment Studies 

MARCH-APRIL CLASSES

Marriage Check-Up:Couples Married 20-30 Years:
Thursday, March 26 only

Passover Seder Meal: Tuesday, March 31

HOLY WEEK LESSONS
What Really Happened? What Does It Mean?

Thursday, April 2: What is Palm Sunday?
Monday, April 6: Cleansing of the Temple / The Events of 

Tuesday and Wednesday
Wednesday, April 8: What are Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday?

Bringing Our Boys Through the Second Decade: 
ages 10-20: Tuesdays, April 7-28

Love & Logic Parenting Series: Early Childhood:
Tuesdays, April 7-May 5

Registration/information: 
call 214.523.2231 or 214.523.2296 or visit www.hpumc.org.

Summer Camps at 
Biggers Sports & 

Fitness
DANCING ANGELS 
Come join us this summer for a fun and 
inspiring week of dance, praise and 
fellowship! With a sweet and nurturing 
teaching style, the Dancing Angels staff 
weaves the love of Christ into every 

aspect of class, inspiring their students to dance for the glory 
of God. A Dance Camp Showcase will be presented on the last 
day of camp.
When: July 20-24 or August 10-14, 9:30 a.m.-noon or 1:30-
4:00 p.m.; Who: Girls, Ages 3-8; Cost: $115.

CROSS CHEER
Cross Cheer is back for its 5th year! Learn motions, cheers, 
chants and jumps as well as a camp dance and basic 
cheerleading stunts. Cheer teams will be selected by age so 
everyone can perform at their potential skill level.
When: June 22-26, 9:00 a.m.–noon; Who: Entering K – 4th

grade; Cost: $135, Sibling discount $250 for two. 

Visit www.hpumc.org/biggers to register!

NAVIGATINGNAVIGATING
DIVORCEDIVORCE   workshop

Mondays - 8 Weeks 
   Mar. 30 - May 18 
              Last date to enter Apr. 6

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
     Room 391
$40 - Pay ONLINE or with a check
www.hpumc.org/singles_events

For more info:
Jeanie Tillman - 214.523.2206

Mary Baggett White  3/5/09.  Survived by son & wife Barry & 
Jan White; daughters & husbands Betty & Paul Rivers, Martha 
& John Shelton.

Miss a sermon?
Watch & listen online at www.hpumc.org.



2 Highland Park United Methodist Church 3 Highland Park United Methodist Church

Congregational News
In Sympathy for the Families of: 

 Names of HPUMC members are listed in bold.
If you would like to have your loved one listed here, please email 

pastoralcare@hpumc.org or call 214.523.2241.

The mission of the Violence 
Intervention & Prevention (VIP) 
Ministry is to proactively address 
family violence at Highland Park 
United Methodist Church and in 
our community.  This ministry 

serves as a resource for directing those in need to receive help.  
If someone you love is hurting you and you need help, or if you 
know someone who needs help, please call the HPUMC VIP 
Ministry Information/Resource Line at 214.523.2123.  All calls 
are confi dential.

Joy of Living:
A New group based on study of 

THE big book of 
alcoholics anonymous

If, when you honestly want to, you fi nd you cannot quit en-
tirely, or if, when drinking or using, you have little control 
over the amount you take, you are not alone. We are a group 
of men and women who at one time struggled with these prob-
lems as well but are now free.  Whether you fi t this descrip-
tion, love somebody who fi ts this description, are unsure if 
this description fi ts you, or are just curious, please join us in 
our weekly study of the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
The newly founded Joy of Living group will meet in room 
385 on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. It is a group primarily 
focused on teaching others how to stay sober through close 
adherence to the guaranteed program of recovery detailed in 
the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous. For additional infor-
mation call 214.523.2209.

Church Women United invites you to a review of 

"Three Cups of Tea" by Beth Weems Pirtle
Tuesday, March 24, 10:00 a.m., room 120

RSVP to Beth: bethsigns@att.net or 972.243.7353
Limited seating! We are having round tables for 8.  

Plans are to have "three cups of tea" as we 
hear the story of Greg Mortenson's work 

building schools for girls in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  
There is no charge but donations can be made to CWU.

Dealing with Stress, 
Post-55

Financial insecurity amid the shock of these economic times, 
a spouse with dementia, issues of health, loss and frustration 
that accompany aging, family issues, supporting grown chil-
dren, dealing with parents in their 90’s, raising grandchildren; 
the list goes on. Gregg Medlyn of Pastoral Counseling and Ed-
ucation Center will explore ways of emotionally dealing with 
these bumps in life’s post-55 road.

March 31, noon-1:00 p.m., room 120

Make lunch reservations ($9) with Richard at 214.523.2249 or 
emailing stanfordr@hpumc.org.

Costa Rica 
Orphanage, continued 
from page 1. 

We went to some local 
churches for vacation 
bible school, in part to 
entertain and educate 
the kids, or so we 
thought.  By the time 
it was said and done, 

we were the ones with the big smiles. Not only were we the ones 
entertained, but more importantly, enlightened.

We accomplished so much on this trip – we laughed until we cried, 
we moved dirt (I never knew how therapeutic moving dirt could 
be), we tiled two rooms, painted a house and a roof, built a concrete 
patio and refl ected quite a bit about advancing the Kingdom of God.  
I’m very proud of HPUMC for starting this movement, which has 
gained so much momentum and has allowed me to put my faith 
into action and help me work towards living my life in such a way 
that helps me help those in need.

Ray smiled and said, "Well then, we need to get more people to 
experience Costa Rica." So I say to you, are you ready for your 
journey? Are you ready for Costa Rica?

For information about how you can support our Costa Rica 
Orphanage with your time or fi nancial gifts, please visit
www.hpumc.org or call 214.523.2268.

The Academy of Christian & 
Life Enrichment Studies 

MARCH-APRIL CLASSES

Marriage Check-Up:Couples Married 20-30 Years:
Thursday, March 26 only

Passover Seder Meal: Tuesday, March 31

HOLY WEEK LESSONS
What Really Happened? What Does It Mean?

Thursday, April 2: What is Palm Sunday?
Monday, April 6: Cleansing of the Temple / The Events of 

Tuesday and Wednesday
Wednesday, April 8: What are Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday?

Bringing Our Boys Through the Second Decade: 
ages 10-20: Tuesdays, April 7-28

Love & Logic Parenting Series: Early Childhood:
Tuesdays, April 7-May 5

Registration/information: 
call 214.523.2231 or 214.523.2296 or visit www.hpumc.org.

Summer Camps at 
Biggers Sports & 

Fitness
DANCING ANGELS 
Come join us this summer for a fun and 
inspiring week of dance, praise and 
fellowship! With a sweet and nurturing 
teaching style, the Dancing Angels staff 
weaves the love of Christ into every 

aspect of class, inspiring their students to dance for the glory 
of God. A Dance Camp Showcase will be presented on the last 
day of camp.
When: July 20-24 or August 10-14, 9:30 a.m.-noon or 1:30-
4:00 p.m.; Who: Girls, Ages 3-8; Cost: $115.

CROSS CHEER
Cross Cheer is back for its 5th year! Learn motions, cheers, 
chants and jumps as well as a camp dance and basic 
cheerleading stunts. Cheer teams will be selected by age so 
everyone can perform at their potential skill level.
When: June 22-26, 9:00 a.m.–noon; Who: Entering K – 4th

grade; Cost: $135, Sibling discount $250 for two. 

Visit www.hpumc.org/biggers to register!

NAVIGATINGNAVIGATING
DIVORCEDIVORCE   workshop

Mondays - 8 Weeks 
   Mar. 30 - May 18 
              Last date to enter Apr. 6

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
     Room 391
$40 - Pay ONLINE or with a check
www.hpumc.org/singles_events

For more info:
Jeanie Tillman - 214.523.2206

Mary Baggett White  3/5/09.  Survived by son & wife Barry & 
Jan White; daughters & husbands Betty & Paul Rivers, Martha 
& John Shelton.

Miss a sermon?
Watch & listen online at www.hpumc.org.



March 18, 2009
Volume 06 Number 43

3300 Mockingbird Lane
Dallas, TX 75205  

214.521.3111
www.hpumc.orgTower

The
4 Highland Park United Methodist Church

Sunday, March 22

Go Green! Subscribe to Tower 2.0, the HPUMC 
e-blast by sending your email to wyatta@hpumc.org.

SEE OUR LENT & EASTER 
INFORMATION ON THE BACK PAGE!

The Tower (USPS #021324) is published weekly except for the weeks of July 4, Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years for $17.00 per subscription per year 
by Highland Park United Methodist Church, 3300 Mockingbird Lane, Dallas, TX 75205. Periodicals Postage at Dallas, TX. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Tower, 3300 Mockingbird Lane, Dallas, TX 75205-2327.

Breaking 
Ground, 
Building 

Hope
By Bob Johnson, 

February Team Member

On the last day of our mission 
trip last month, Ray Zirkel (our 
Methodist missionary) asked if it was everything I had hoped for.  I paused 
and answered, “Ray, honestly no. It was so much more than I ever could have 
expected.”  He smiled and asked me to explain.

We all came to Costa Rica expecting the outer beauty; the rain forest, the 
beaches and the mountains, but what was truly amazing was the inner beauty 
of those who call Costa Rica home.  From the moment we met they embraced 
us.  This continued throughout the duration of the journey in how they cared 
for us, fed us and prayed for us.  Continued on page 2.

Have you ever wanted to know more 
about God’s grace 

or wanted to 
really focus on 
strengthening 

your Christian 
discipleship? 

The Walk to Emmaus is a meaningful religious 3-day weekend retreat for 
church members who would like to grow spiritually and build their faith and 
discipleship. It is a short course on Christianity and is non-denominational, 
with studies on topics such as Means of Grace, Priorities, Changing our 
World and Perseverance. 

The next men’s retreat is June 25-28; the next women’s retreats are March 
26-29 and May 14-17. There is a $150 fee for the accommodations and 
food. We will be conducting two informational meetings on Sunday, March 
22 at 10:30 a.m. and noon in room 391.  Questions? Contact Paul and 
Marvelle Ditto at paulditto@tx.rr.com or 214.520.6669.

Palm Sunday, April 5
Regular Sunday Services 

Children’s Palm Sunday 
9:30 & 11:00 a.m., Garden

Maundy Th ursday, April 9 
Communion, 10:30 a.m., Cox Chapel

Adult Ministries Special Events
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary

Good Friday, April 10 
Noon Sanctuary, Chancel Choir

7:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Youth Ministry

Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil, April 11 
10:45 p.m., Cox Chapel

Easter Sunday, April 12

Sunrise
Perkins Chapel Lawn: 6:45 a.m. 

Traditional 
Sanctuary: 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m.

Communion
Cox Chapel: 8:00, 9:00, 
10:00, 11:00 a.m.

Teaching
Great Hall: 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m.

Children’s
Room 329: 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
ages four through 5th grade

Contemporary
Wesley Hall: 9:30, 10:30, 11:30 a.m.

LENTEN WORSHIP

Sunday Morning Worship in the Sunday Night Way
Sundays, Cox Chapel, 9:30 a.m.

Taizé Worship
Thurs., April 2, 7:00 p.m., Cox Chapel

Pick up a Lenten brochure at the church for more details.  

VBS 2009:
June 8-12

We're headed to Crocodile Dock! 
Join Jacques Le Croc and his friends as we 
become fearless kids that shine God's light! 

9:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m. - Ages 3 (as of 9/1/08) • 
- completed Kindergarten

9:00 a.m.-noon - Completed 1• st-completed 
5th grade

$20 per child includes a daily craft and snack, t-shirt and VBS music CD. 
Registration begins Monday, April 6 at www.hpumc.org/vbs. Registration will 
be open to members only until Monday, April 20. After that, non-members 
will be able to sign-up if there are still spots available. Questions? Contact 
Amanda Clepper at 214.523.2265 or cleppera@hpumc.org. 


